
TEARING THROUGH THE WATER 
LANDSCAPE

Evaluating the environmental and social consequences of  POSCO  
project in Odisha, India 

A Study prepared

by

Leo F. Saldanha and Bhargavi S. Rao
Environment Support Group® 

Environmental, Social Justice and Governance Initiatives

June 2011



Tearing through the Water Landscape: Evaluating the environmental and social consequences of POSCO  
project in Odisha, India; Saldanha, Leo F. and Rao, Bhargavi, S.; Environment Support Group, Bangalore, 
India, 2011.

Photographs:  Leo F. Saldanha

In the interest of advancing social and environmental justice, this publication may be freely disseminated by any  
means.    

A publication of 
Environment Support Group® 
Environmental, Social Justice and Governance Initiatives
1572, 36th Cross, Ring Road, Banashankari II Stage
Bangalore 560070. India
Tel: 91-80-26713559-61
Voice/Fax: 91-80-26713316
Email: leo@esgindia.org / bhargavi@esgindia.org 
Web: www.esgindia.org 

Acknowledgements

This publication is a result of Environment Support Group's active support and engagement with the efforts of the 
peoples of Jagatsinghpur District of Odisha to stop what is certainly amongst the most environmentally, socially and 
economically destructive projects conceived in recent times in India.  

People in the project affected villages, by their extraordinarily peaceful resistance to the POSCO project for over six 
years now, have inspired us in this endeavour.  Noted film-maker K. P. Sasi was instrumental in ensuring our paths 
crossed, resulting now in this publication. 

Ranjan Swain whose family is a victim of the 1999 super-cyclone and who is repeatedly punished for his anti-POSCO 
activities (fighting over 40 false criminal complaints), actively provided a range of information in support of the 
research backing this study, and with his family extended warm hospitality during our visit to the project affected 
villages.  

Our colleague K. R. Mallesh assisted in the research work and in so many other ways difficult to describe in preparing 
this publication.  Jacob Carlson provided extensive criticisms on the early drafts of this publication, which helped in 
sharpening the argument and also the narrative.  Sudhir Kopparam of Manasu Communications designed this 
publication.

We thank many of our civil society friends and our families who encouraged us in this project.

Needless to state, oversights and lacunae are clearly the responsibility of the authors.

mailto:leo@esgindia.org
http://www.esgindia.org/
mailto:bhargavi@esgindia.org


About this study

This study is an effort to deeply enquire into the circumstances and the basis for the approval of the mega POSCO 
project in Odisha. An array of historical evidence is surveyed to appreciate the rich biodiversity of the Jagatsinghpur 
region over time and the nature of relationships between communities and forests. On this basis, the environmental 
and social impact information of POSCO's steel-power-port components is critiqued to expose the fact that regulatory 
agencies could not have known anything of the short term and long term impacts of the project on the basis of the 
information that the company supplied to them.  This report exposes the disastrous consequences of locating this 
mega venture in a region known to be the amongst the most vulnerable to frequent cyclonic activity in the world.  

While the potential devastating consequences of the mining components of the project is noted with grave concern, 
its impacts have not been reviewed here.  This is because the Odisha Government has only indicated that the 
proposed mines are to be in the Kadadhar hills of Sundergarh district, but has not identified the exact location.  This 
report also does not review the economic impacts of the project for this has been comprehensively achieved in the 
report of the Mining Zone Peoples' Solidarity Group entitled “Iron and Steal: The POSCO-India Story”.1  

Finally, this is an effort to appreciate the strange nature of environmental decision making in India, as it is also a study 
of the dissembling of Jairam Ramesh who admittedly “under pressure”2 approved the POSCO project thus supporting 
the comprehensive violation of India's environmental, forest protection and forest rights acts, amongst others. 

1 “Iron and Steal: The POSCO-India Story”, Mining Zone Peoples' Solidarity Group, 20 October 2010, accessible at: 
http://miningzone.org 

2 A few days after he finally approved the POSCO project, Jairam Ramesh conceded that he has been under pressure to overlook 
environmental violations.  Source:  I have been under pressure to overlook environment violations: Jairam Ramesh, India Today, 
7 May 2011, accessible at http://indiatoday.intoday.in/site/story/jairam-ramesh-violated-environment-rules-under-
pressure/1/137396.html  

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/site/story/jairam-ramesh-violated-environment-rules-under-pressure/1/137396.html
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