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i, 39 T SeaTy TREds JEeT
Ffeg=aT
£ faeet, 31 Wi, 2016

AT, 385(a)f w3, Rer i o 3 sfvae e Rt frfat w0 ¥ F,
eI (serr o waee) fAem, 2010, aftrgeen gers aranf. 951(), arie 4 fRwew, 2010 g
e

afr, ¥ ST T A% WIEAT & T Zer o andufi ¥ weret S ofiT ey % Ry swl (e o
warere) e, 2010 St fdwia FAT AETF 7

ofz, smEHf, S ST = T SAATIITF WA g, ST Ward SR A s s=iiwo; |,

TS, T, SohaTa SET I9H TTRCreT Heel =T TeATen; SEre T WL, e A T ey
A o g diveators gfa St et sqros aikfRafd arnft s farel F Freor gurer
e YET & ST aEsi wEeA et "SI, HIeF ST gientas harherdr 1 H€ e g 99 7
ZaTE T wiestas e w1 oF 9 § ) ¥ iiRufde g et s arfierg i,
R siavia o ToIW Ga<ATE ST wrfe yotaat ft €, #T 0aT W g qu sra, At e
ATATRFT F &7 & F18 3, 7 =7aeaT it AT 503, G-a0r 71 U o0 garagad 9 fafdear s
ST AT IUesy FA HT ATAAAT F WA § ey TRAd F FH F A I ATHT a9 § T
B T &

o, erfipa SR, srTaR ST WROrEST, SEW (S AT iR At # e, 3
rqfArEt w7 sgae), srer s weet aRadd (e quead ] siqaty aikedT) F aver ¥ i ger @i
TFFI F 0T T T F dFery Rufy § F ol sAdr s war F seafds sud F qRomeasy
srEa T # it St Rfrear 2 dix gus g e ar SR FAT v Ear gun €
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ST, "iae ¥ sg=ag 515 ¥ @ (9) § ag 990 17 & fF 939 ¥ veds A w1 9g Faed g
& ag wrefas gatawo 61, SwF data 349, =die, 997 o gty €, w1 5 % gas qadq 3 a9
urettaT * i =arae @

S, TETT AT A, 2006 # a1 Iyersyy AriRRAfAr T5T Fr AT & 7% § o 'y
FEq F g UF FfRars @ st s a7 a9 R g, Sed e T iR el A
FATT TET ST ¥, ST ST S Tehisd Yo § qadT 8 g

SR, AT, Ay deet TR afamy w1 graracrd g, e s, e, 9, adw SE,
Fog FAed g, e g, vare fWR S 9T, a9uhe, gUeT, aeril 1, 67 YA WS % 75, 49
SR T T WIS RTHT sasfi¥ Sie I Fafe wohTe 3 arhfa ardi 6t =979 gy afeafem 8

9, T AR U yae gfemr W enaria S R e i Rfter wwy § 99
ferfererar areft sl & woot afvers sie ot st &ar goat #v ger gm0 § a9 f =g g

AT, USE wIEW AR T ST WATHAT HT AT FHreE wrwmy A 5§ g
aTRR TR qoTret Farel of St AT et geat w Rew w7 diX 5 9w # dw § o dr
sragasaT ¢ ¥ emdyfr wRuiEr yomeft F @ qew miRafRd ves gfi &k oo, @fum & wsa %
EREE R P-4

S, AT wTi Rt st sl Sareit F wxar o gard yaw & T o e i arefegereay Ay
BT, 98T ST AT M FIUET &1 TaT 8,

T, o=, wfomg et w1 =l s, B S g, watawr (@) afaf b, 1986
(1986 =T 29) T &y 3 it ITETT (1) 37 ST (2) F @e (v) e S (3) & 9y ufsd &7 25 gy
qE IR T ST g ST R (e ST waea) e, 2010 Fr s w7 gu S w37 61
TEITE HAT §, STAETET A AT F Ry, s 3o ywifed g g €, i BT S E
3R ag gEaT & ot & B S e g ew wrey et w, 99 arde &, Rewr g1 e

FATHFINT 27 Stz i TRFt Swar v ustey w27 &t st §, 976 B f sty F gerits F qewrg
EEIESETis

I AT AN F wey ¥ HIS AT AT YT 7 F Toged FE AT, T4 T e amfr
e Wi, gatawr, 39 3 Searg eRads #arey, 1R watag o=, S T, 92 f&ei-110 003 #
IqT TT2Ti+% ©9 8 3-8 b.sikka@gov.in, ram.jindal@nic.in & c.singh@nic.in 7T <7 T |

U SATEdT S AT U%, S IFT ST ATG=AT & qwe § T swfa av gear § v At aEmfr
% STFETT % T3 IO &, Fetd "t gy = fa st |

ST T
1. §fere AT A arw—(1) T Rt s wfen ar srdaf® (FRer ) w1y) Femw, 2016 1
(2) & TSI § g i ATEE w TG 2 | |
2. gREmTg--(1) 27 Rt &, 59 9= Teyt & e et 7 8-
() “sritrfaae & qatazer (Feeon) afdfew, 1986 (1986 #r 29) afeia 2;
(=) “wrfemeor & A 5 § s ariteror e 2
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(W) “aot O VAT AT harhery v G itk 7, S wmmredar st g 9
# Fo-forer =l ox A9 ¥ sramral FuE B 1 S 1A F aAeT & S 99 F 9 95w
T H AT T8 5T arel &7 7 {347 77 8

() “TET TEW ¥ T sia (5 afgfimw, 1972 (1972 # 35) FF g1er 35 a1 9w 38 &
ST WET I & & F AT T 41 66 FT SuArr (3) F el ww vty gen F w § aifva
T ITAT TR ST AT S AR 8

(%) "wrigegi=e & TSGR AT I ASARFHT DI F9qT H FET TR G TSI H IHIT
g ST 8

(=) “CrET FtHEHE” § 1971 ¥ £ F auaT 7 grara g eyt deeft afimmy afinm g

() “FrgE & =7 At § gurag s s

(7) "R  HAE g AT, AFIAS A eI e AR

(1) “SMR" T G AT S F HTATSS UL sategq gttt o= & 9fy Fder § ofe fed ooy
A g sfiae 1 Frafva w0 § ger e st B gt § qor aggEr wikfRafdr afva s sy
o IS & AT T AT &, Fegay, T a1 5w U o F W, ST SgL g AT AT AT,
G AT AHOFT g, WHAF AT FEW, LT A7 dearft & g 8, o 99l o aftafe g,
Sl g, weT F wua gg Wi & ofde 7Lt giedt & ofie soe sfonia et simdsiter ofe ot sior 9
sTenta w4t 98X ofiT 919 ¥ OF aur aqgEt § gurfatitee & ag) §;
(3N) “Frrstre SreaTevd” & UHT 8 afwda €, o awusta (§2erm) s, 1972 (1972 %7 35)
AT 4 % ITALT F e Feasite STEoT & &7 § Siivg O = § &7 595 ot tar & oft
2, Tor 3% sttateam & eamer 66 i STErr (4) F el Ty F Y F qUATTATE |
(2) T AT ereat ST wal %, S 39 FEwt § wgh g G aiewTioa w5 &, freg srferffee & afvafg 2
BT T g ST I o AfgfHaw ¥ 2
3. fRawt = s g Fraw At srdgfaat # arg g .-
(1) s ¥ R awat afvyewg F ot sy gee & g F =7 F yedied
e |
(2) wETET T TR FIT AT ARIRAT, ST IAhT ATHRET F et g |
(3) e TISAET WITHAT T RIS F METT T, ITHT ATewTIET & sratedy smegfaat & foro Sty
TEHTT 5T aFferg = smagfaar |
4, st § et w< Redam—(1) st FT 92 iR yey, AT TRl SrEedr
FATL @A & o, ‘Tt IoanT & ffaia & sar Brar s |

feoqur 1 : ‘srEsgfAay F1 faadt STanT SaF qrieaias @ET S A @A g, 9 g9 Gw & gad 6
TR TRt WOTTeT GoeahIo 3 (A Teaa & HTEqH | 9T BT 74T & |
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feroqor 2+ g RufedT e ol ot e, afaret b Femet w1 GheE g, S amafy A
FErdroaT § o o arieRerfast soreft Saredt F = F Ty o St9 SiEeET S a9 @ F

o smaeas 2ormsi w7 Susy FT |

Foroqur 3+ "RREFA ot fReAror w3fiy, e ai i v ST 3 TR S g T e
ST /TR & & HYE ST ST IIANT w7 TaHT Fl g |

(2) = e & srefie erfErfare sl ®, o frameeat w1 wfae grm, sl -
(i) smesgferat &7 e e T iy, S e TE g, F ST 6 ey quied T,
(if) STt 3 uriEe 5o 3 sivats s SoEe § FE aiadd ar anEm;

(iii) =T o Frarserry, frer sy % arifRafadt T 7% Thger THTsTd Zrar € a1 g 6t
HATFAT &

T ATATIRT AT &, SIS T Ha T T 5 0d AgEtaT § T S ' |

5. TST HCHIA AT 67 Toq8AT g sy st 1 woma—(1) T3t Tsa §amTe, TF T &7

sy oA 7 o i, o qETa aoa SafafEEt F ereft e wer, e o vey qad
FTAHATT T STG, ST Ae e o (e s=T -

(i) TR AT TS FLHTL & TFTEAT SAI F7 [T 1 HICHTEF A

(it) Tr=T 77 T whEe;

(ifi) = TergTT =T ATCETES g

(iv) ergdt Feremer fasmr &t sreaers vh=e,

(v) TrreoT TersRTer T &1 TETes gi=e;

(vi) e FaTee fFme e &1 areEnes qiue;

(vii) FeErehT FamT 7 wreETdE g

(viii) f8=s &l =g = A &1 aangs qf =,

(ix) e e &1 wreETaE g,

(x) o FRVITT &R or qEATe T, ST #fe Hegmel & ATeares araa,
(xi) i qricfRafdfr, ser frsm, weerdy o areTiorm-anfEiE & § § yew w7 T fad,;
(xii) Teeg-aiT F w7 § g w1 arearys w6 |

(2) FEra geHre, Bt g9 TsasT & 9y TErEl F AR 9T 6 ToaT § H sy F 69w $iw
TeeT o TATS % forg Se Troaears & oy s sty &1 e Ft, o FefertaT & fese g -

(i) T TTSTE T TLATER AT T&q Hi=rer 47 GaAv=r<or i 7+ Frem &1 sy w4,
(if) & o T ATCETeE g,

(iii) ererdt Ty ForwmeT =T sTeTE |iw,

(iv) TTHTOT fEremTe faramT T ST s aiee;
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(v) STeT FaTe fawT &9 w1 arargs 9=y,

(vi) Weeeht faamT FT AreaTes afe;

(vil) =TS 3 ame =T R &1 s s |,

(viii) T foramT 7 JrETeE af=;

(ix) Trores fasmr 3 s e AT, SersAt ST Sl & ST aie;

(x) srgsfir arikiRafadt, ster fasmm, woedht s armiom-antds &= & & g 1 0 fadus,
(xi) TEwr-atea % 9 # e BAwnr &1 arearys afT |

(3) 7 WET ATl A F www F warew F g 4fEa a7 e ar d9 aeaeE 99, 1t
R B, v R smiafir sfteer 1 ae w7 aH |

(4) 39 FPraw (1) F safaaw (3) ¥ Mfdse g s arftro, fft Fdr @ ar Sifaat & sefia
e gu, fmferfem et w1 wan sie Feferfa st w1 arerm s

(%) TIST TLHIT AT HF TSHET 61 T AEATHET il GAT d4TC HLAT;

(@) it % suadt ¥ st RfRafg f a3 aeft st § agam s o s =t
FATT FTAT;

(1) AR 1 A ETE FoAATRT FAT T T ATAR AT L-AATIAT HT ITAN FA Y
IIEHAT i F wAtE d9 F;

(=) ferrarrer rfrrel ofR eTuTTTRshTE. T o T YT,
(3) SToTfr TS ¥ TR S T ST BT

(=) =7 fret % arefier RfRafe frg o 3g sl srfaegfm

(@) gy ¥ Rrg wiifRufadt e # oiafe @ o sy $ 8 Suan &1, 91
ariRufadt e ¥ aqsT g, ghag w9

(1) TIF F =ATTF UGN F gRATeAa wor % forg Al B s e G f =
gt fasfira e, weis & forg st v ot R & 8RF o vaft fafatds s,

(3) T AR RE aE® ¥ g uhiEa g6y Aromr T s o) R v Eww
ATSAT TAT FIAFAT F 1T TS AIAT F FTAFIT F ATHEL07 F forg d T Tg=21 F7T,

(=7) TETe siftEfRaet, fawt sic Bt F yed o sdg FasEr F srai=a § gRReT
FIAT qUT AT e w7 FatET @ % wrerw & Wt st swdgf 6wt ¥ g9y § gw
T AT FAT;

(@) Rt framit o = daftg afteo F ameaw § ofiga yay TS § Faiaad w1
T FAT;

(5) sty 3 weer si e e ¥ forg Fre-Rrer e st #t e e s
FET;

(=) ATEfT F et S FAT F way F quariat s @i aarat # e awe 5
YT FHAT |
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6. drawfEt ft sftrEET F g whvr—(1) gafde wog ww ar d@9 oeaeE, atteEar F g
g FT TE TAF ey -
() STEIH T AEATHE F AT Tl ATATHAT FT AFea Fd g0 FAega ARTerd == F q=1 4=
FHTAT;

(@) ATAT=E & |74 IHF THIE T FI49 (Fg1 A 79 IRA);

() arfRafeft = w1 B,

(%) TE-Tareramr sifereret s ReraTiRw @7 S @i w97 gy % aiRafadt ey
ALET & AT,

(=) s F iax sgerg THT STATRIars fr gEy, S iR =T fay @ F R
Feiia & 15 §;

(=) FAfRafae o o o= Frdsa i s g sEsEtaT 51 =T
(=) ARt & wade i Sfer,
FATT T TF FATE T4 4T |

(2) (%) wsa wiiFwwr, fOE F e ox, sy sy 59 % B 969y o g A
e wft |

(@) HS TSIE Y gAT H, T TS Torre, iy AfSgfEe wa % o Fety aww w R
FATT |

(3) ST TTHIT AT (A9 TS i1 297 ) F7 e, g6197 o wwfag safFadt & sndey, af $:i
g, T THaTC 74 % TeATE, TSI H A At wi |

(4) Faiftra ws7 smEsgf wifteor, gufaw (1) # fAfds {ad & aft F aw, aftge & o g
FETT gL F, ITF AHGE F T g Fo0

7. = Rl &1 @rp §MT-(1) ST ST ST argsity STt F HeiT e 6 sitaw 1 s,
Feasiia (Feerr) srtertagw, 1972 (1972 &7 35) ¥ gyl grar FEfaiia g siw o syt & forg weay
FTSTATE SAT9% TN (ATl # e 0 i Thiad vag ¥ aniad® fAgidl S 5] $36 T912 60 T |
wET AT F Gharaaa F g gAfdea g F st S 08 oo SvanT #, 9 ariviRataet
ET F A]ET g, TIAT A5 AT |

(2) =<fera ar afdafae a7 8=t ¥ ofiax 6 sy, "y @ afdfa, 1927 (1927 &7 16), a7
(vizror) sifafaas, 1980 (1980 FT 69) 3T Taiwor (Feror) yfarfaw, 1986 (1986 FT 29) F IUFT FT
fafaafia gnft o Tt smdafaaT & forg weer dromTd saras St il & s 9% e i S
TAT WEY AR F FhaTeas 9 gATeET grm fF st #T 08 TR ST 6w, S
arfiRufefT ey % aqey &, Tarar 98 @ g |

(3) T &1 F HT AEAH Fr.A. Heiw 19(H), A" 6 FAAT, 2011 G F aEF FAAHT S

srfErg=T, 2011 F St & e A afET grft siv U srafaat 5 forg sy FisEnd saras Saae
fargrat % amars ox e i IO T we el & G & ag gRfted gon fF et w7 oE
qOFIRT SYANT &I, ST QTR #& % Jqed g, ¥ 781 1§ |




[9m n—=ve 33)] qG F1 TEF : STHIYR 7
At
[FFraw 3 (i) 2T
AT o T srfRrar & i T et & w7 § wed § g S iRt ft it
w94 ATEHTH FT AT T
1 2 3
1, SIS ) T
2 e F=g aaeaiar SEET
3. ST S LEREES
4. R TRt waer
5. Frfor i 3T
6. R A SRk
7. q4 el AR Tt ST
8. g% #Fie LEIES
9. | ErFEE (@) TRLFHIR
10. Fereft LRI
gl FHaerag UEIF IAH ST
12. Fras HA SR ES
13. | swes @ wivE
14. | Fgqqax T
15. qTEE FeHUFT F7goitg S Taft sty s
16. | dfr 2w sfier fRwT=er weer
17. | o fRnTas Yoo
18. RARES LEIES
19. | ®EETX A
20. T e TSI
i TAEAH FHIgT HA T
22, | gheer o) W (afE) STA-HIHIT
23. AR TR-HEHT
24, FIEL IR ERESES
25. | Fvamre-Ae Ay e
26. |FEH AR-FHIT

[T, §. ¥-22012/78/2003-FTqH (€5¢7) 9T 5]
orer e, awTiAE St
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MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE CHANGE
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 3 1st March, 2016

G.S.R. 385(F)—Whereas The Central Government had published the Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules, 2010 vide notification number G.S.R. 951(E), dated the 4™ December, 2010 to regulate various
activities within the wetlands in the country;

And whereas, the Central Government considers it necessary to supersede the Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules, 2010 for effective conservation and management of the wetlands in the country;

Whereas the wellands, vital parts of the hydrological cycle, are lifelines of society on account of their wide
ranging ccosyslem goods and services such as water supply and purification; waste assimilation; buffering extreme
events as MMoods, droughts, storms and cyclones; groundwaler recharge; erosion control: microclimate regulation; and
aesthetic enhancement of landscapes and the wetlands also support significant recreational, social and cultural
aclivities, and are a part of our rich cultural heritage and the ecosysiems harbor a range of Moral and faunal diversity,
including several rare, endangered and endemic species, and support complex food chains and (he wetlands can help
miligate and adapl o changing climate through their ability to acl as carbon sinks, regulale water regimes, prevenl
erosion and provide habilat Lo biodiversily under stress;

And whereas many wetlands are seriously threatened by reclamation and degradation through drainage and
landfill, pollution (discharge of domestic and industrial effluents, disposal of solid wastes), hydrological alterations
(water withdrawal and inflow changes) and over-exploitation of their natural resources resulting in loss of biodiversity
and disruption in goods and services provided by wetlands;

And whereas clause (g) of article 51A of the Constitution stipulates that it shall be the duty of every citizen of
India “to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wildlife and to have
compassion for living creatures™;

And whereas the National Environment Policy, 2006 recognises the ecological services provided by wetlands
and emphasizes the need to set up a regulatory mechanism for all wetlands so as to maintain their ecological character,
and ultimately support their integrated management;

And whereas India is a signatory to the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands, which includes in its ambit a wide
variety of habitats, such as marshes, swamps, lakes, coastal lagoons, mangroves, peatlands, coral reefs, and numerous
man-made wetlands, such as ponds, salt pans, reservoirs, gravel pits, sewage farms, and canals;

And whereas the Central Government is desirous of mainstreaming full range of wetland biodiversity and
ecosystem service values in sectoral development planning and decision making based on integrated management
approach;

And whereas the State Governments and Union territory Administrations need to take into account wetland
ccosystem services and hiodiversity values within their developmental programming, also taking into cognizance that
land and water, two major ccological constituents of wetland ccosystems are enlisted as State subjects within the
Conslitution;

And whereas the conservation and sustainable management of wetland ecosystem goods and services can
provide substantial direct and indirect economic benefits to state and national economy;

Now. therefore, the following draft of certain rules, which the Central Government proposes to make in
exercise of the powers conferred by section 25, read with sub-section (1) and ciause (v) of sub-section (2) and sub-
section (3) of section (3) of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986), and in supersession of the Wetlands
(Conservation and Management) Rules, 2010, is hereby published for information of the public likely to be affected
thereby; and notice is hereby given that the said draft rules will be taken into consideration by the Central Government
after expiry of a period of sixty days from the date on which copies of this notification as published in the Official
Gazette are made available to public.

Any person desirous of making any objection or suggestion with respect to the said draft rules may forward
the same, within the period so specified to the Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change. Indira
Paryavaran Bhavan. Jorbagh Road, New Delhi-110003, or electronically e-mail to b.sikka@gov.in, ram.jindal@nic.in
& c.singh@nic.in.

The objection or suggestions which may be received from any person and institution in respect of the said draft
rules before the period specified above will be taken into consideration by the Central Government.
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DRAFT RULES

Short title and commencement.—(1) These rules may be called the Wetlands (Conservation and
Management) Rules, 2016.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.
Definitions.—(1) In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires,
(a) " Act” means the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986):
(b) " Authority” means the authority referred to in rule 5
(c) “dredging” means an excavation activity or operation usually carried out atleast partly under

water, in shallow sea or fresh water areas with the purpose of gathering up bottom sediments
and disposing them off at a different location in an environmentatly friendly manner;

(d) "National Park" means an area declared as National Park under section 35 or section 38, or
deemed to be declared as a National Park under sub-section (3) of section 66, of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972 (35 of 1972):

(e) “notified” means notification published in the Gazette by the State Government or Central
Government in case of Union territories;

€] "Ramsar Convention" means the Convention on Wellands signed at Ramsar, Iran in 1971;

(g) “Schedule” means the Schedule annexed to these rules:

(h) “UNESCO™ means the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organisation;

(i} "wetland" refers to ecosystems located at the interface of land and water and wherein water

plays a dominant role in controlling plant and animal life and associated ecosystem
processes and the wetlands mean an ared of marsh, peatland or water; natural or artificial,
permanent or temporary, with water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt,
including areas of marine water, the depth of which at low tide does not exceed six meters
and includes all inland and coastal waters such as lakes, reservoirs, tanks, backwaters,
lagoons. creeks, estuaries and manmade wetlands, but does not include river channels and
paddy fields and as notified in the Schedule.

() "Wildlife Sanctuary" means an arca declared as a wildlife sanctuary under the provisions of
Chapter 1V of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (35 of 1972) and shall include an area
deemed to be sanctuary under sub-section (4) of section 66, of the said Act.

(2) The word and expressions used in these rules and not defined, but defined in the Act, shall have the
meanings assigned Lo them in the Acl.

Applicability of rules.—These rules shall apply to the following wetlands:-

n Wetlands categorised as ‘wetlands of international importance” under the Ramsar Convention as
gpecified in the Schedule.

(2) Wetlands notified by the concerned State Governments which are located in their jurisdiction.

3) Wetlands notified by the Central Government based on recommendation of the Union territory

Administrations for wetlands located in their jurisdiction.

Restrictions of activities in wetlands.—(1) The wetlands shall be conserved and managed in accordance

with principle of ‘wise use’ for maintaining their ecological integrity.

Note 1: ‘Wise use of wetlands’ is the maintenance of their ecological character, achieved through
implementation of ecosystem approaches, within the context of sustainable development.

Note 2: ‘Ecological character” is the combination of ecosystem components, processes and services that
characterize a wetland, and provide the necessary conditions for delivering ecosystem services
and maintenance of biodiversity.

Note 3: ‘Ecosystem approach’ is the strategy for integrated management of land, water and living resources
that promotes conservation and sustainable use in an equitable way.

(2) The following activities shall be prohibited in wetlands notified under these rules, namely:-

(i) reclamation of wetlands, and conversion for non-wetland uses:

(it) any diversion or impediment Lo natural water inflows and outllows of the wetland;

(iii) any activity having or likely to have an adverse impact on ecological character of the wetland:
Provided that exceptional cases, any change to the above may be taken up with prior approval of the
Central Government.

Constitution of Wetland Authority by the State Governments or Union territories.-

(n All State Governments shall set up a State Level Wetland Authority entrusted with affairs related o

wetland conservation, regulation and management under the relevant State bye-laws consisting of the
following members:-
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(i) Chief Minister or the Minister Tn-charge of the Department of Environment and Forests of the
State Government;

(i) The Chief Secretary of the State;

(iii} The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Forests;

(iv) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Urban Development;

(v) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Rural Development;

(vi) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Water Resources;

(vii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Fisheries;

(viii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Trrigation and Flood Control;

(ix) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Tourism;

(x) The Secretaries in-charge of the Departments of Revenue and other relevant departments,

organisations and institutions;

(xi) One expert each in the fields of wetland ecology. hydrology, fisheries and socio-economics:

(xii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Environment as Member Secretary of the

Authority.

Based on proposals received from any Union territory, the Central Government shall for the purpose

of the conservation and management of wetlands in the Union territory, constitute Wetland Authority

for the Union territory consisting of the following members:-

(i) Administrator or Chief Secretary or the Minister In-charge of the Department of Environment

and Forests of the Union territory:;

(ii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Forests:

(iii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Urban Developrnent;

(iv) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Rural Development;

(v) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Water Resources;

(vi) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Fisheries;

(vii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Irri gation and Flood Control;

(viii) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Tourism;

(ix) The Secretaries in-charge of the Departments of Revenue and other relevant departments,

organisations and institutions;

(x) One expert each in the fields of wetland ecology, hydrology, fisheries and socio-economics;

(xi) The Secretary in-charge of the Department of Environment as Member Secretary of the

Authority.

For the purpose of managing wetlands having mulliple issucs, the concerned State Government or

Union territory Administration may, il required, constitule a specific Wetland Authority.

Every Wetland Authority referred in (1) to (3) shall exercise the following powers and perform the

following functions, subject to any Central law and policies;

(a)  prepare an inventory of all wetlands of the State Government or Union territory;

(b) identify and prepare a list of wetlands to be regulated under the provisions of the rules;

(¢) undertake demarcation of the wetland boundaries and preparation of land-use maps using
remote sensing and ground truthing;

(d)  prepare an account of existing rights and tenure;

(¢) demarcate the direct zone of influence of wetland;

() notify wetlands to be regulated under these rules;

(g)  define ecological character for wetland and list out uses of the wetland which are aligned with
ecological character;

(h)  develop a comprehensive list of activities to be regulated to ensurc wise use of the site;
specify the threshold levels for each; and the mode and method for regulation;

(i)  develop integrated management plan for each of the mnotified wetlands, and identfy
mechanisms for convergence of implementation of the management plan with the existing
State development plans and programmes;

(j)  ensure enforcement of the relevant Acts, rules and regulations and implementation of
management action plan, and on annual basis inform the Government on the status of such
notified wetlands through a reporting mechanism;

(k)  coordinate implementation of integrated management plans through various line departments
and other concerned agencics;

m issue necessary directions for conservation and sustainable management of wetlands to the
respective implementing agencies;

(m) undertake measures for enhancing awarencss within stakcholders and local communitics on
values and functions of wetlands.
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6. Process for nofification of wetlands.—(1) The concerned State Government or Union territory shall prepare
a report for each of the wetland identified for notification, providing:-

(2)

(3

1G]

(a) Detailed geographic delineation of the wetland supported by accurate maps with coordinates;

(b) its zone of influence along with a map (accurate and to scale);

{c) ecological character description;

(d)  account of pre-existing rights and privileges, and whether or not consistent or not consistent
with the ecological character of the wetland;

(e)  list of uses permitted within the wetland which are aligned with maintenance of ecological
character;
() list of activitics to be regulated, and their corresponding threshold level, and;

(g)  modalities for enforcement of regulation.

(a) Based on the report, the Stale Authority shall make recommendation Lo the State Government
concerned [or notifying (he wetlands. )

(b) In case of Union territory, the Union territory Administration shall make recommendations to
the Central Government for notifying the wetlands.

The State Government or Central Government (in the case of Union territory) shall, after

considering the objections, if any, from the concerned and affected persons, notify the wetlands in

the Official Gazette.

The concerned State Wetland Authority shall forward a copy of the notification along with a copy

of report referred to in sub-rule (1) to the Central Government for its record.

7. Applicability of other laws.-

(H

(2

(3

Wetlands within the protected areas of the National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries shall be
regulated by the provisions of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (35 of 1972) and the management
plans for such wetlands will be prepared on wise use principles and applying guidelines for
integrated management. Implementation of management plans shall ensure that traditional uses of
wetlands, which are harmonized with its ecological character are not curtailed.

Wetlands within the protected or notified forest areas shall be regulated by the provisions of the
Indian Forest Act, 1927 (16 of 1972); the Forest (Conservation) Act, 1980 (62 of 1980); and the
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) and the management plans for such wetlands shall
bhe prepared an wise use principles and the implementation of management plans shall ensure that
traditional uses of wetlands, which are harmonized with its ecological character are not curtailed.
Woetlands in coastal arcas shall be regulated as per the provisions of the Coastal Regulation Zonc
Notification, 2011 issued vide S.0. No. 19(E) dated 6" January, 2011 and the management plans
for such wetlands shall be prepared on wise use principles and the implementation of management
plans shall ensure that traditional uses of wetlands, which are harmonized with its ecological
character arc not curtailed.

THE SCHEDULE
[See-rule 3(i)]

List of wetlands in India identilicd as Ramsar sites under Ramsar Convention on Wetlands

5. No. Name of Wetland State
(N 2) (3)
1 Ashtamudi Wetland Kerala
2 Bhitarkanika Mangroves Orissa
3 Bhoj Wetland Madhya Pradesh
4 Chandratal Himachal Pradesh
5 Chilika lake Orissa
6 Deepor Beel Assam J
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7 East Calcutta Wetlands West Bengal

8 Harike Lake Punjab

9 Hokarsar (Hokera) Jammu and Kashmir

10 Kanjli Punjab

11 Keoladeo National Park Rajasthan

12 Kolleru Lake Andhra Pradesh

13 Loktak Lake Manipur

14 Nal Sarovar Gujarat

15 Point Calimere Wildlife and Bird Tamil Nadu
Sanctuary

16 Pong Dam Lake Himachal Pradesh

17 Renuka Himachal Pradesh

I8 Ropar Punjab

19 Rudrasagar Tripura

20 Sambhar Lake Rajasthan

21 Sasthamkotta Lake Kerala

22 Surinsar and Mansar {(complex) Jammu and Kashmir

23 Tsomoriri Jammu and Kashmir

24 Uppar Ganga Uttar Pradesh

25 Vemband-Kol Wetland Kerala

26 Wular Lake Jammu and Kashmir

[F. No. J-22012/78/2003-CS(W) Pt. V]
BRIJESH SIKKA, Scientist ‘G’
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