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Webinar Series

Bengaluru’s Climate Action Plan- Making it
Participatory and Inclusive

ESG is initiating a webinar series “Bengaluru’s Climate Action Plan-
Making it Participatory and Inclusive” to discuss and debate what it
takes for Bangalore to become a climate friendly metropolis,
particularly in terms of BBMP’s recent commitment to meet the
targets of Paris Agreement on Climate Change. In this webinar
series, we will engage with multiple thematic issues, concerns and
imaginaries involving leading officials of various agencies whose
functioning impacts the city, with subject matter experts, youth,
representatives of various sectors and residents from diverse
sections of the city. The inaugural session will be on 22nd March
2021 on the theme: Developing a Participatory and Inclusive
Climate Action Plan for Bengaluru. Thereafter, the webinar series
will continue every Monday 6 pm to 7.30 pm. Register to
Participate. More details here.

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMvdumprzopH9BzTXa_6tK8INggAJms3Ay_
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMvdumprzopH9BzTXa_6tK8INggAJms3Ay_
https://esgindia.org/new/events/media/webinars/bengaluru-climate-action-plan/


ESG Features

Making Turahalli a model for urban forests
Bhargavi S Rao, Citizen Matters, 10 March 2021

ESG has been highlighting the crucial need for
imagining ways to protect forests in the age of
urbanisation.  Towards this end, the organisation has
engaged with tens of communities and groups, and
also the forest department, in imagining Turahalli
Minor forest in South Bangalore as a community
conserved forest. In this opinion piece in the Citizen
Matters, Bhargavi Rao of ESG deliberates on the
meaningfulness of such spaces in highly concretised
urban landscapes like Bangalore, and calls for
appreciating natural forests and saving them for
posterity.

Decentralise for Net Zero Bengaluru
By Malvika Kaushik, Deccan Herald, 4 March 2021

Bangalore has become the first city in India to
explicitly commit to meet the target of the Paris
Agreement. In this opinion piece, Malvika Kaushik
from ESG discusses the need to adopt a
decentralised approach in developing this Climate
Action Plan; for the “rejuvenation of local
governance, based on decentralised democracy as
envisaged in the Constitution” to make ‘Namma
Bengaluru’ carbon neutral by 2050.

https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/uncategorized/efforts-to-conserve-turahalli-gudda-bangalores-urban-forest/
https://bengaluru.citizenmatters.in/saving-the-urban-forest-turahalli-57353
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/main-article/decentralise-for-net-zero-bengaluru-957847.html


Climate

Almost two-thirds of tropical rainforest, which are natural
buffers against climate change, have been lost in recent
decades. There are rare exceptions, however, such as in
Nepal where the forest cover has expanded.  This has
drawn attention to research on methods of forest
management, so the collective effort to mitigate climate
crisis globally can succeed.

Meanwhile, a recent report by the United Nations reveals
wasting food contributes 10% of global emissions. The
urgency to act also has drawn arguments to increase
steeply carbon pricing, if the climate mechanism has to
succeed. There are also growing calls to support
youth-led climate activism and climate movements, not
crush them, especially given countries are already falling
short of meeting their Paris Agreement targets.  Yet,
governments across the world are resorting to finger
pointing rather than take clear steps to tackle climate
change.

Energy and Agriculture

The increasing environmental impact of growing and
supplying food is leading to a global awareness of
the needs to shift to a plant-based diet. Interestingly,
a new concept evolving is agro-voltaics which is
leading to imaginative ways of growing food and also
harvesting the sun.

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-climate-change-forests/two-thirds-of-tropical-rainforest-destroyed-or-degraded-globally-ngo-says-idUSKBN2B00U2
https://www.thethirdpole.net/en/climate/nepal-forests-offer-new-clues-to-unlock-carbon-potential/
https://www.thethirdpole.net/en/climate/nepal-forests-offer-new-clues-to-unlock-carbon-potential/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/03/1086402
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2021/3/4/carbon-needs-to-be-much-pricier-to-limit-climate-change-report
https://www.aljazeera.com/economy/2021/3/4/carbon-needs-to-be-much-pricier-to-limit-climate-change-report
https://caravanmagazine.in/environment/the-young-environmental-groups-leading-india-new-climate-activism
https://www.theindiaforum.in/article/coming-age-india-s-youth-climate-movement
https://indiaclimatedialogue.net/2021/03/01/countries-come-up-short-on-carbon-cutting-commitments/
https://indiaclimatedialogue.net/2021/03/01/countries-come-up-short-on-carbon-cutting-commitments/
https://thebastion.co.in/politics-and/environment/climate-change/clash-of-the-toolkits-where-farmers-concerns-and-environmental-activism-converge/
https://thebastion.co.in/politics-and/environment/climate-change/clash-of-the-toolkits-where-farmers-concerns-and-environmental-activism-converge/
https://ourworldindata.org/land-use-diets
https://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2018/09/the-resurgence-of-solar-agriculture/


Environmental Governance

Over 650 million people around the world live within
100 kms of the coast, and this includes about 10% of
India’s population.  As sea level rise swallows
massive swathes of coastal areas and Indian cities
continue to be amongst the most polluted, one
expects the Indian Environment Ministry to get
serious about acting on climate change. Instead, the
Ministry failed to note that the ordinance to tackle air
pollution in Delhi lapsed, and the Government
continues to relax coastal rules or even replace them
with weaker norms. Such dilutions are making it
easier for industrial and infrastructure development to
come all over India’s coastline, which is directly
threatening coastal communities and their
livelihoods.

Recent orders from Telangana High Court and
National Green Tribunal also highlight deep-rooted
systemic failures and the utter lack of administrative
will power in tackling the environmental crisis. The
International Institute for Sustainable Development in
its recent State of Global Environmental Governance
2020 highlights how the pandemic has resulted in
regression in progressive environmental  governance.

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/sinking-land-rising-seas-dual-crises-facing-coastal-communities
https://theprint.in/environment/22-of-worlds-30-most-polluted-cities-in-india-delhi-tops-capitals-list-says-report/622966/
https://thewire.in/government/air-quality-commissions-unexpected-lapse-raises-questions-on-govt-commitment
https://thewire.in/government/air-quality-commissions-unexpected-lapse-raises-questions-on-govt-commitment
http://moef.gov.in/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/19-27-2015-IAIII-dated-19-02-2021-Procedure-for-dealing-with-violations-arising-due-to-not-obtaining-a-prior-CRZ-Clearance-for-permission-activities-1.pdf
https://www.hindustantimes.com/environment/single-law-mooted-to-replace-air-water-environment-acts-101615920551981.html
https://india.mongabay.com/2021/03/industries-violating-coastal-zone-law-can-now-get-away-with-paying-compensation/
https://india.mongabay.com/2021/03/industries-violating-coastal-zone-law-can-now-get-away-with-paying-compensation/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2021/mar/14/concerns-mount-as-adani-groupseeks-no-fishing-zone-around-its-port-2276363.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/2021/mar/14/concerns-mount-as-adani-groupseeks-no-fishing-zone-around-its-port-2276363.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/hyderabad/collector-2-others-get-3-mth-jail-as-hc-stands-by-farmers/articleshow/81301834.cms
https://www.heraldgoa.in/Review/Public-hearing-on-CZMP-%E2%80%93-A-FARCE/171904
https://www.iisd.org/system/files/2021-02/state-global-environmental-governance-2020-en.pdf
https://www.iisd.org/system/files/2021-02/state-global-environmental-governance-2020-en.pdf


Law and Society

Farmers protesting at the gates of Delhi are refusing
to engage with various electronic and print media
outlets, as they are well aware of their biased and
manipulative reporting. They are instead opting to
engage with social and independent media. Troubled
by this, the Indian Government is coming out with
new rules to restrict social and independent media
from covering the protests freely, by attempting to
regulate down freedoms of internet intermediaries
(like OTT) and digital news media platforms. The
Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 has already
been challenged in Delhi High Court. The recently
released Freedom House’s Freedom in the World
report exposes rising censorship in India, and has
degraded India’s position from ‘Free’ to ‘Partly Free’.
Sweden’s Varieties of Democracy (V-Dem) Institute’s
has also termed India an ‘electoral autocracy’
highlighting the widespread abuse of sedition,
defamation, and counterterrorism laws by the Indian
government.

Public Health

The ongoing vaccination drive in India is reporting a
slow increase in vaccination coverage.  However,
access to vaccination is heavily determined by class.
The focus on COVID, meanwhile, has returned major
setbacks in gains made in previous decades, such as
tackling polio, and may even be accelerating
resurgence of the disease. The entry of new variants
of SARS-COV-2 is also raising concerns if the COVID
vaccine could really protect against all variants.

https://in.mashable.com/social-good/20590/how-social-media-is-driving-the-indian-farmers-protests-and-why-we-cant-stop-now
https://www.meity.gov.in/writereaddata/files/Intermediary_Guidelines_and_Digital_Media_Ethics_Code_Rules-2021.pdf
https://www.meity.gov.in/writereaddata/files/Intermediary_Guidelines_and_Digital_Media_Ethics_Code_Rules-2021.pdf
https://www.meity.gov.in/writereaddata/files/Intermediary_Guidelines_and_Digital_Media_Ethics_Code_Rules-2021.pdf
https://thewire.in/media/why-the-wire-wants-the-new-it-rules-struck-down
https://theprint.in/india/india-is-now-only-partly-free-freedom-in-the-world-report-downgrades-status/615481/
https://theprint.in/india/india-is-now-only-partly-free-freedom-in-the-world-report-downgrades-status/615481/
https://www.v-dem.net/en/
https://scroll.in/latest/989199/india-has-turned-into-an-electoral-autocracy-claims-sweden-based-institute-report
https://scroll.in/article/989081/a-stark-class-divide-is-emerging-in-indias-covid-19-vaccination-drive
https://caravanmagazine.in/health/the-pandemic-might-have-helped-a-global-polio-resurgence
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/covid-19-cariants-vs-vaccines-how-it-works-and-what-to-expect-75742
https://www.downtoearth.org.in/news/health/covid-19-cariants-vs-vaccines-how-it-works-and-what-to-expect-75742


Urban Issues
In an earlier newsletter, we discussed possibilities of
the ‘15-minute’ and ‘1-minute city’. Feargus
O'Sullivan discusses the downsides of such an idea,
while Pierre-Olivier Roy questions if the shift to
electric vehicles without factoring how much one
travels will help decarbonize an economy. These
discussions assume importance in the backdrop of
increased investments and interest in EVs.

Communities & Livelihoods

There is a growing awareness of the critical
importance of ensuring indigenous and local
populations' in environmental decision-making to
protect traditional livelihoods and promote
conservation. Lockdowns due to COVID and political
factors have become an useful tool in Kashmir to
force communities from repairing houseboats on Dal
lake, claiming this will help protect the lake.  Contrast
this with the report from Salam Rajesh on how global
accords India has signed require protecting
indigenous communities, especially in conservation.
Suraj Yengde reminds us that India must go beyond
and recognise belief systems of indigenous
communities, such as adivasis, as distinct from the
majority Hindu community.

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-03-02/the-downsides-of-a-15-minute-city?utm_source=url_link
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2021-03-02/the-downsides-of-a-15-minute-city?utm_source=url_link
https://www.anthropocenemagazine.org/2018/09/does-driving-an-electric-car-help-decarbonize-the-economy/
https://www.marketwatch.com/story/billions-poured-into-electric-vehicle-companies-but-much-more-will-be-needed-before-the-auto-industry-changes-11615834509
https://news.mongabay.com/2021/03/conservation-would-be-more-effective-with-more-indigenous-leadership-says-patrick-gonzales-rogers/
https://news.mongabay.com/2021/03/conservation-would-be-more-effective-with-more-indigenous-leadership-says-patrick-gonzales-rogers/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/mar/08/how-pandemic-kashmir-houseboats-coronavirus-delhi-crackdown
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/mar/08/how-pandemic-kashmir-houseboats-coronavirus-delhi-crackdown
https://thefrontiermanipur.com/communities-conservation-and-livelihoods/
https://thefrontiermanipur.com/communities-conservation-and-livelihoods/
https://thefrontiermanipur.com/communities-conservation-and-livelihoods/
https://theprint.in/opinion/adivasis-are-not-hindus-lazy-colonial-census-gave-them-the-label/618051/


Women & Gender
Amongst the worst impacts of the pandemic is the
reversal of several decades of gains in women’s
rights and their economic security.  The lockdown
and subsequent factors have reinforced
conservatisms and forced women to bear even more
the responsibility of extending child care. Celebrating
women on a single day is but a ritual, therefore.
Instead, the manner in which women have stepped
out as part of the farmers’ protest must be
comprehended for their historic importance.  The
pandemic has also worsened the condition of women
rendering sanitation services.  All this is calling out for
a deeper reflection on centering the role of women in
human progress, particularly in responding to climate
change.

Book Review
Under a White Sky by Elizabeth Kolbert: “The quest
for technological solutions to problems created by
people who were seeking technological solutions to
earlier problems is the preoccupation of Elizabeth
Kolbert’s riveting and pessimistic new book, “Under a
White Sky”, according to a review in The Guardian.
Kolbert reflects that it is “a habit that when humans
are encountered with a problem they think of
technological solutions which adds up to newer
problems”.

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/mar/08/covid-childcare-crisis-reversing-decades-of-womens-economic-progress-report
https://thewire.in/women/farmers-protest-once-again-brought-to-fore-the-power-of-women-in-mass-mobilisations
https://thewire.in/women/invisible-sanitation-invisible-women
https://indiaclimatedialogue.net/2021/03/08/rethink-gender-issues-to-better-tackle-climate-change/
https://indiaclimatedialogue.net/2021/03/08/rethink-gender-issues-to-better-tackle-climate-change/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2021/02/11/kolbert-white-sky/


Images via Unsplash

Environment Support Group has proactively addressed environmental and social justice issues, collaborating
across sectors and disciplines. ESG has worked relentlessly to keep the interests of project affected
communities and voiceless ecosystems alive. Our spirit is to fight for solutions that are socially,
environmentally and democratically just and inclusive. Your support helps us advance such just causes. Every
contribution, big or small, matters and is invaluable for the sustenance of ESG.

Environment Support Group (Trust)
Environmental, Social Justice and Governance Initiatives

1572, 36th Cross, Ring Road
Banashankari II Stage, Bangalore 560070. INDIA
Tel: 91-80-26713560 Voice/Fax: 91-80-26713316

www.esgindia.org
Email: esg@esgindia.org
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