
  

 
 
Welcome back. 
 
2020 was a year that brought unprecedented challenges for the whole world. The 
COVID pandemic upended lives everywhere and forced us to adjust to a new 
normal. As the aftereffects of 2020 press on challenging us to live with a new world 
order, replete with massive restrictions and constant adjustments to the 
diminishment of our fundamental freedoms and rights, ESG persists with its work to 
expand fundamental liberties and advance environmental and social justice.   
 
Despite the troublesome year 2020 has been, we did quite a bit.  We provide you 
with an account of ESG’s activities here.  We look forward to hearing from you, and 
are keen to receive your support. 
 
As we enter 2021, we bring back to you our bimonthly Environment Justice Matters 
digest of news, views, podcasts and videos. So many of you have written saying 
you missed receiving this last year. Our new team will now ensure this digest is in 
your mailbox every two weeks to help you keep up with key developments relating 
to advancement of environmental and social justice.   
 
You can also access this and previous EJ Matters on our website and our Facebook 
page. 
 
Warm wishes of the New Year. 
 
Peace. 
 
 

 

 

https://esgindia.org/new/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ESG_Annual-Report_2020-Final.pdf
https://esgindia.org/new/support/
https://esgindia.org/new/esg-staff-consultants/
http://www.esgindia.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/esgindia/
https://esgindia.org/new/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/ESG_Annual-Report_2020-Final.pdf
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ESG Features 

What do human-elephant conflict, smart cities, thermal 
power plants on a sea coast, C-section births and the recent 
migrant labour debacle have in common? 
By Ashwin Lobo, Environment Support Group, Counter Currents, Dec 07, 2020 
 

 
 
Development? What exactly are we developing towards? 
 

 



  

Ask an elephant shot at by an angry mob, a shopkeeper displaced by a smart city 
project, a fisherman whose livelihood is destroyed by a power plant, a mother 
whose stomach is cut open unnecessarily so she can give birth to her child or a 
migrant who has walked hundreds of kilometers home – what they think of 
development. Clearly, whatever development is, their experiences indicate they 
have paid the price for it. 
 
The ‘Interdisciplinary Action Research: Conversations with Emerging Leaders’ was a 
webinar series that ESG organised to understand critiques of paradigms of 
mainstream development through experiences and efforts of young leaders’ 
working to build humane and viable alternatives in the post-covid world. 
 
Ashwin Lobo of ESG relates these conversations with his own contestations of 
prevailing paradigms of development in this essay in Counter Currents.   
 
Read More 
 

 
 

Despite order on restoration, lakes continue to be threatened 
By Bhargavi S. Rao, Environment Support Group, Deccan Herald, Jan 08, 2021  
 

 
 

 

https://esgindia.org/new/events/media/webinars/interdisciplinary-action-research-conversations-with-emerging-leaders/
https://countercurrents.org/2020/12/what-do-human-elephant-conflict-smart-cities-thermal-power-plants-on-a-sea-coast-c-section-births-and-the-recent-migrant-labour-debacle-have-in-common/


  

ESG’s efforts in conservation and rehabilitation of lakes of Karnataka has received 
unprecedented support from the Karnataka High Court. ESG has over the past 
decade and more argued that privatisation of the management of lakes is an 
environmentally and socially disastrous policy, and also against law.  Yet, the state 
administration is intent on handing over tens of lakes to the corporate sector 
claiming it does not have resources to manage and save them for posterity. In this 
opinion piece published in the editorial page of Deccan Herald, Bhargavi argues 
“state agencies seem to miss the point that public expenditure in the model of ‘lake 
development’ now pursued will only result in public money being poured down the 
drain, with no benefit in terms of protection of lake”. 
 
Read More 
 
 

 
 

HC rejects govt. plea seeking transfer of PIL on lakes to NGT 
Special Correspondent, The Hindu, Jan 16, 2021 
 

 
 

 

https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/main-article/despite-order-on-restoration-lakes-continue-to-be-threatened-936427.html
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/main-article/despite-order-on-restoration-lakes-continue-to-be-threatened-936427.html


  

After ESG joined the cause of a PIL filed by Citizens Action Group about 
encroachment and pollution of storm water drains in Bangalore, the Karnataka High 
Court has been regularly monitoring the rejuvenation of lakes in the city. In its recent 
hearing held on 16th January, 2021, the High Court rejected the State government’s 
plea for transferring the case to the National Green Tribunal, besides directing the 
Revenue Secretary to demonstrate compliance with earlier orders passed in a PIL 
on lake governance filed by ESG. Leo Saldanha from ESG also brought to the 
notice of the Court the construction of Sewage Treatment Plants within the 
no-construction zone and submitted a report on Avifaunal patterns in the Lakes of 
Bengaluru over three Decades: 1987-2020, prepared by the leading ornithologist Dr. 
S. Subramanya, which reports a sharp drop in numbers and diversity of birds due to 
pollution, encroachment and over-engineering of lakes into ‘soup bowls’. 
Read More  
 

 

‘Pre-existing weaknesses’ hindered the U.S. pandemic 
response, researchers find. 
By Sheri Fink, The New York Times 
 

 
 

 

https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/lakes/karnataka-high-court-directs-revenue-secretary-to-demonstrate-compliance-in-esg-lakes-pil/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ProBADS7KjdHYrsnWj6niwF0SmXeggwr/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CMFkguox6qzBX_xvYWAkdj2qxDjcKL08/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1CMFkguox6qzBX_xvYWAkdj2qxDjcKL08/view
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/hc-rejects-govt-plea-seeking-transfer-of-pil-on-lakes-to-ngt/article33589583.ece


  

As the world tried to make sense of the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
ESG was invited to participate in a 23 country and 6 continent-wide collaborative 
study involving 60 researchers led by Pforzheimer Professor of Science and 
Technology Studies Sheila Jasanoff of the Harvard Kennedy School and Prof. 
Stephen Hilgartner of Cornell University in a study on Comparative Covid Response: 
Crisis, Knowledge, Politics (CompCoRe for short).  ESG contributed the India case 
study to  the initiative’s interim report entitled Comparative Covid Response: Crisis, 
Knowledge, Politics, which was released in the Futures Forum on Preparedness 
organised by Schmidt Futures early January 2021, a study that has been reported 
by the New York Times.  
 
Read More 
 

 

Smart Cities Mission' Is Anti-poor, Non-inclusive, And 
Against The Constitutional Mandate: Experts 
By RW News Network, Nov 30, 2020 

 
 
ESG in collaboration with the Centre for Financial Accountability and Governance of 
Socio-Technical Transformations (GOST) project organised a workshop on 
Interrogating Governance and Financial Implications of ‘Smart Cities’.  The 
workshop brought leading scholars, urbanists, public officials and researchers to 
engage with the conceptual underpinnings of ‘smart city’ projects across India and 
experiences of its implementation. You can watch these engrossing discussions 
here, and access the report of this workshop here. 
 
Read More 
 

 
 

A Victory Cast in Stone 
By S.G.Vombatkere, The Citizen, Dec 13, 2020 
 

 

http://sheilajasanoff.org/
https://sts.cornell.edu/stephen-hilgartner
https://sts.cornell.edu/stephen-hilgartner
https://twitter.com/CompCoRe_STS/status/1349069898815823872?s=20
https://assets.website-files.com/5fdfca1c14b4b91eeaa7196a/5ffda00d50fca2e6f8782aed_Harvard-Cornell%20Report%202020.pdf
https://assets.website-files.com/5fdfca1c14b4b91eeaa7196a/5ffda00d50fca2e6f8782aed_Harvard-Cornell%20Report%202020.pdf
https://youtu.be/9pwS6tUiMqk
https://schmidtfutures.com/our-work/
https://youtu.be/9pwS6tUiMqk
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/01/12/world/covid-19-coronavirus/pre-existing-weaknesses-hindered-the-us-pandemic-response-researchers-find
https://www.nytimes.com/live/2021/01/12/world/covid-19-coronavirus?partner=IFTTT#pre-existing-weaknesses-hindered-the-us-pandemic-response-researchers-find
https://www.cenfa.org/
https://www.ufz.de/gost/index.php?en=46213
https://www.ufz.de/gost/index.php?en=46213
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLU4L5fiT4Ub8h48Cu9dK5KGqfNyHF0l7U
https://esgindia.org/new/events/governance-and-financial-implications-of-smart-cities/
https://www.residentswatch.in/smart-cities-mission-is-anti-poor-non-inclusive-and-against-the-constitutional-mandate-experts/


  

 
 
In 2007, the Government of Karnataka proposed a 1,000 MW coal-fired thermal 
power plant on 2,000 acres of land at Chamalapura. The proposal was met with 
widespread resistance, from farmers and civil society in Mysore and Bangalore. 
ESG worked with communities impacted by the project in bringing to fore the fact 
that water allocated for the project from Kabini would deny water for farming and 
urban communities downstream in Mysore, Mandya and Bangalore, whilst also 
irreversibly polluting the Cauvery with fly ash, analysis that was relied upon by 
Karnataka Electricity Regulatory Commission to direct the State to review the 
proposal. The proposal was eventually dropped.  S. G. Vombatkere writes about 
this struggle and draws our attention to the Victory Stone erected next to 
Malleshwara temple near Chamalapura.  
 
Read More 

 

 

Bengaluru residents file petition against reopening of wet 
waste processing plants 
By Sanjana Despande, The News Minute, Dec 08, 2020 

 

https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/chamalapura/
http://static.esgindia.org/campaigns/Chamalapura/docs/Representation_ESG_KERC_Public%20Hearing_March2008.pdf
http://static.esgindia.org/campaigns/Chamalapura/docs/Final%20Chamalapura%20Order-6-5-08.doc
https://www.thecitizen.in/index.php/en/NewsDetail/index/4/19737/A-Victory-Cast-in-Stone


  

 

 
 
ESG has consistently worked to advance decentralised waste management 
systems based on segregation of waste at source, so that the ‘waste’ problem can 
be tackled locally. ESG’s PIL in the Karnataka High Court has brought to fore 
intelligent and just ways to deal with this ever-growing problem, including, 
especially, the grievous impact on communities who suffer from landfills, as in 
Mavallipura. ESG’s health surveys in Mavallipura reveal 100 cases of serious 
illnesses in 55 families, out of which there are 45 reported deaths from grave 
illnesses.  This finding has alarmed leading endocrinologist Dr. Kashinath Dixit. The 
News Minute reports that “ residents of downstream villages like Mavallipura have 
suffered grievous impacts—loss of livelihoods, lives and health issues—because of 
the negligence from the BBMP. They also have suffered property damage.”   
 
In a related development, Chief Justice Abhay Oka of the Karnataka High Court has 
taken a serious view of the systemic lapses that resulted in the sliding of a massive 
landfill in Mangalore.  
 
Read More 
 

 

 

https://esgindia.org/new/category/pils/swm-pils/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10EfzIfauQDNj4K_E9v1gisZ2JqOgwLBJ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tybvg__PUg9YOdjt_6LehXRzXmGKKYfh/view?usp=sharing
https://www.deccanherald.com/specials/insight/kspcb-risks-losing-way-with-its-tightrope-act-926743.html
https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/bengaluru-residents-file-petition-against-reopening-wet-waste-processing-plants-139240


  

Tim Cook of Apple must take responsibility for Wistron 
situation in India 
 

 
 

On 12th December 2020, workers rampaged through Taiwanese Wistron Corp’s 
Narasapura factory in near Bangalore, a facility that manufactures iPhones for Apple 
Inc., USA.  The police response to the situation was equally harsh and involved 
arrests of at least 160 workers. Subsequently, it has been revealed that massive 
labour violations by Wistron may have been a cause for workers expressing their 
frustration.  Apple’s internal audit confirms this and reports egregious violations by 
Wistron of the Supplier Code of Conduct. Fact finding reports prepared by the All 
India Central Council of Trade Unions (https://tinyurl.com/y9uecudc and 
https://tinyurl.com/ybhx5gcr) provide grave details of the extensive nature of labour 
violations. 
 
It is not the first time Apple’s manufacturing facility has been complicit in such 
egregious labour violations. This has to change now. Apple must manufacture 
products in total compliance with the highest environmental, labour and human 
rights standards and take comprehensive responsibility for what happened at 
Wistron. We invite you to sign this letter to Tim Cook, Chief Executive Officer of 
Apple Inc. demanding right action now.  
 

 
 

 




