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Environmental Social 
1572, 36th Cross, 100 Feet Ring Road, 
Banashankari II Stage,  
Bangalore 560070. INDIA 
Tel: 91-80-26713559-3561 
Voice/Fax: 91-80-26713316 
Email: esg@esgindia.org  
Web: www.esgindia.org 

Justice 

& 
Governance Initiatives 

 
Mr. Vijay Bhaskar, IAS 
Chief Secretary 
Government of Karnataka 
Vidhana Soudha 
Bangalore 560001 
 
And 
 
Dr. Rajneesh Goel, IAS 
Addl. Chief Secretary and Home Secretary 
Government of Karanataka 
Vidhana Soudha 
Bangalore 560001 
          7th December 2019 
 

Reg.:  Protecting the fundamental and democratic rights of the congregation of All Saints 
Church, Bangalore and those striving to protect the church from destruction 

 
Dear Sirs, 
 
Environment Support Group is a not for profit initiative working for advancement of environmental and 
social justice concerns in the wider public interest.  We have assisted the Karnataka Government in 
various public interest matters, including recommending policies for appropriate environmental decision 
making.  In addition, the organisation, and the undersigned, has assisted the Judiciary in various Public 
Interest Litigations including those being adjudicated presently by the Principal Bench of the Hon’ble 
High Court of Karnataka– W.P. 38401/2014 relating to protection and rehabilitation of lakes (and 
commons) and W.P. 46523/2012 regarding the advancement of socially just and environmentally viable 
methods of solid waste management.  In addition, we continue to work with various impacted 
communities and vulnerable groups in Bangalore and across the state in securing their due rights, 
particularly when their fundamental rights are compromised, or under attack. 
 
By way of this representation, we draw your attention to a Police Notice dated 5th December 2019 
issued by the Police Inspector and SHO of Ashoknagar Police Station in Bangalore, a copy of which is 
enclosed for your ready perusal as Annexure A.  A careful reading of this notice reveals that it amounts 
to issuing a threat to the congregation of All Saints Church from exercising their fundamental right to 
pray, and to gather peacefully to protect their church and its environs, as they have done for 150 years 
now.   
 
As you are aware, All Saints Church is a living heritage of Bangalore, and this year marks the initiation of 
its sesquicentennial celebrations. The Church is an architectural marvel and is surrounded by lush 
greenery constituted of rich biodiversity and trees, some of which are almost 200 years old.  This is an 
unique, peaceful, prayerful and sylvan space in the middle of a bustling and chaotic metropolis.  As per 
the Biological Diversity Act, 2002, this campus is an appropriate candidate for being declared as a 
‘Biodiversity Heritage Site’ and the proposed Revised Master Plan – 2031 already lists the church and its 
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campus as a ‘living heritage’ of the metropolis.   
 
In keeping with the rich tradition of this metropolis in protecting its living heritage and biodiversity, the 
congregation and the wider publics have been working together for about 6 months now to save the 
church from an impending disaster. The Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Ltd. (BMRCL), has illegally 
proposed to take over the sylvan campus of the All Saints Church for constructing a station box, and 
also for temporarily dumping its construction equipment.  This is in gross variance to the Detailed 
Project Report of Phase II of the Bangalore Metro project which does not envisage the station box 
coming up in the church campus, instead it is to come up in public property that once housed police 
quarters (now derelict) across the Hosur Road from the church.   
 
It is not clear on what grounds and why Bangalore Metro continues to propose the destruction of this 
salubrious space in blatant violation of its own DPR. This when it amounts to a clear violation of the final 
ruling of the Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka in W.P. No. 13241/2010 (Environment Support Group and 
ors. Vs. Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation and ors.) in which a direction was issued to officials in-charge 
of any infrastructure development and planning agency that they must ensure projects strictly conform 
with the provisions of the Karnataka Town and Country Planning Act, 1961, or face action under 
Contempt of Court Act, 1971.  As stated above, the proposal to build the Metro station in All Saints 
Church campus is clearly violative of law and the aforesaid Court order.  
 
Besides, in various matters relating to felling of trees, especially trees of heritage and biodiversity value, 
as is the case with the trees of All Saints Church Campus, any authority is mandatorily required to 
comply with the directions of the Principal Bench of the Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka in W.P. No. 
7107/2008 (Environment Support Group and ors. Vs. Bruhat Bengaluru Mahangara Palike and ors.) read 
with directions issued by the same Bench in W.P. 7288/2011 (Suo moto vs. State of Karnataka) and W.P. 
17841/2018  (D.T. Devare and anr. Vs. State of Karnataka and ors.).  A detailed note in this regard is 
enclosed for your perusal at Annexure B.  
 
No effort has been spared to communicate these concerns to the relevant agencies, and that too 
collectively and publicly. This has included meeting with Mr. Ajay Seth, IAS, Managing Director, BMRCL 
and the agency’s senior officials, and urging them to follow the law and obey the directions of the 
Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka.  Yet, steps were taken to destroy parts of the church campus 
(involving a petrol bunk, a hotel and a garage) and we were to learn from the media that BMRCL had 
purchased these parcels of land from the Karnataka Central Diocese, headed by Rt. Rev. P. K. Samuel, 
Bishop of Church of South India-Central (Bangalore), for a monetary consideration exceeding Rs. 60 
crores.  Thereafter, the agency proceeded to acquire the rest of the church’s sylvan campus through 
Karnataka Industrial Area Development Board. 
 
It is a matter of record, and it has also been reported in the media, that the Defence Estate Officer 
(DEO) has raised strong objection to this trading of land between BMRCL and Karnataka Central 
Diocese.  The DEO has issued press releases stating that the land on which the All Saints Church stands 
was leased to the progenitor of the Diocese 150 years ago to establish the All Saints Church and its 
campus.  The terms of the lease agreement are conditional to the fact that not an inch of the land would 
be traded in any manner by the Diocese, and in any case not to any purpose other than that of the 
designated church activity.  As both BMRCL and the Diocese have not backed down from the allegedly 
illegal deal, the Defence Ministry has even proceeded to take the extraordinary step of filing a police 
complaint on grounds of fraud and misrepresentation, and investigation is underway, a fact recorded in 
the enclosed Police Notice.   
 
As is the nature of any criminal investigation, all angles of such an egregious crime must be probed. It 
appears that the police seem to have proceeded only against the Diocese and appear to have spared 
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BMRCL.  The provisions of the Indian Penal Code applies equally to all involved in such an alleged 
crime, you will agree.   
 
Taking into account all of the above and  related concerns, the congregation of All Saints Church has 
been making an impassioned appeal to all and sundry to ensure Bangalore Metro is built lawfully, at the 
very least as per approved DPR and in compliance with aforesaid and other applicable judicial 
directions. Alternatives have also been proposed which would ensure the church and its biodiversity rich 
campus is protected for posterity, whilst also helping build a Metro that truly serves the wider public 
interest. For instance, it has been pointed out, that opening up of a metro station at the busy Vellara 
Junction is more than certain to create perpetual traffic chaos, akin to what has happened in several 
terribly designed Metro stations, be it at Banashankari, or Yeshwantpur or Chord Road, which have also 
contributed to the deaths and injuries of several motorists and pedestrians, and inconveniences lakhs 
every day.   
 
Rather than support such constitutionally supported conduct by the citizenry, it is shocking that the 
Ashoknagar Police Inspector, for reasons best known to him, is now threatening to arrest members of 
the All Saints Church congregation and other members of the public so engaged in critically examining 
a public project.  Besides, the action of the Inspector amounts to restricting, perhaps even attacking, the 
Constitutionally endowed Fundamental Right to Life, which includes the Right to pray and celebrate 
one’s religion in peace.  Moreover, such threats constitute an abuse of power by the police and infringe 
the Constitutional duty to protect biodiversity and living heritage. It must not be missed that the 
congregation is also possible protecting Defence land from fraudulent deals.  
 
We also wish to draw your attention to a blatant mis-statement that has been made in the Police Notice.  
The congregation and interested publics have been lawfully assembling in conducting a range of public 
awareness campaigns on protecting living heritage and urban biodiversity.  As part of this process and 
awareness march was held on 26th June 2019 (Sunday), without in any manner affecting any one 
adversely at all, and with the total support of the local police. To now term this as an illegal act, as has 
been done with the police notice, clearly is indicative of malicious intent to term lawful assembly and 
activity as unlawful. 
 
We approach you as the highest representatives of Karnataka’s Executive, as custodians of the state’s 
heritage, biodiversity and human rights, to ensure that the Metro is built lawfully and without in any 
manner violating the law or fundamental rights.  We request you to kindly direct the Ashoknagar Police 
SHO to withdraw the aforesaid Police Notice with immediate effect, for reasons cited above. We also 
urge you to take action against anyone illegally appropriating defence or any public lands, regardless of 
whoever they may be, and especially when they are officers of the Government of Karnataka. The 
Constitution and the law demands nothing less. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Leo F. Saldanha 
Coordinator/Trustee 
Environment Support Group 
 
Encl.:  

1. Police Notice issued by Ashoknagar Police Station dated 5th December 2019 
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2. Appeal to shift Bangalore Metro’s Vellara Station to save All Saints Church & protect 
Fundamental Right to Pray 

Cc.: 
1. Mr. Sandeep Dave, IAS, Principal Secretary and Addl. Chief Secretary, Dept of Forests, Ecology 

and Environment, and Infrastructure Development Dept., Government of Karnataka 
2. Dr. E V Ramana Reddy, IAS, Principal Secretary and Addl. Chief Secretary, Dept. of Urban 

Development, Government of Karnataka 
3. Mr. Anil Kumar, IAS, Commissioner, Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike 
4. Mr. Punati Sridhar, IFS, Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Karnataka Forest Department 
5. Dr. Virender Singh IFS, Addl. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests and Member-Secretary, 

Karnataka Biodiversity Board. 
6. Mr. Bhaskar Rao, IPS, Commissioner, Bangalore City Police 
7. Mr. Ajay Seth, IAS, Managing Director, Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Ltd. 
8. Station House Officer, Ashoknagar Police Station 
9. Public and Media  
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(English Translation of the Police Notice served on dated 5th Dec 2019)  

Ashoknagar Police Station 
Bangalore, Dated 05-12-2019 
 

Police Notice 

 
You are hereby informed that, the members of your church Mr.Ebenezer Premkumar and 

Mr.Ronald Fernandez and others have been opposing the move of BMRCL in acquiring additional land 

that pertains to All Saints Church, and have requested ACP Cubbon Park to permit them to undertake a 

protest outside the church and to form a human chain on 8-12-2019 ,in the same context about 200 

people had disrupted the traffic on the busy Hosur Road while undertaking a similar kind of protest on 

26-6-2019.To mitigate the problems that arose the police had to take suitable action and manage the 

situation.Concerning the said piece of land, the CMP Center (Military) have a dispute and in this 

connection and a complaint has been lodged with the Ashoknagar Police station Case Number 262/2019 

under section 420 IPC. 

 

This being the case your above named Church members request to protest in the same place and to 

form Human Chain has been rejected ,and they have been  advised to protest in place like Freedom 

Park, Town Hall, Banappa Park etc ..by seeking the  necessary permission from DCP, Further if they 

conduct any such Protest near All Saints Church and form Human Chain ,the above members have been 

served notice that action will be taken in accordance to the law. 

 

Therefore, it is directed yourself also should take necessary precaution to ensure that the members 

should not undertake any protest both inside the church premises and the surrounding roads outside. 

 

 

To 

Sathish Timothy Paul   Harinath   Police Inspector and SHO 
All Saints Church   9880034150   Ashoknagar Police station 
Vellara Junction, Hosur Road      Bagalore 560 075 
Bangalore 
9686014933 
08025512289 
 

                                                                                          ( Signed and Received by church office on 06-12-2019) 
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Appeal to shift Bangalore Metro’s Vellara Station 
to save All Saints Church & protect Fundamental 

Right to Pray 
August 1, 2019 

 

An unprecedented act that will be historically cherished as a progressive step 
to uphold unity in diversity 

 

 
Image 1: All Saints Church 

 
All Saints Church is a living religious and cultural heritage of Bengaluru and has been 
designated for statutory protection in the metropolis’ draft master plan.  This November the All 
Saints Church congregation is preparing to celebrate the church’s 150thanniversary.  (See its 
history: https://www.allsaintscsi.org/history)  
When the entire city has got smitten by the craze of ‘developing’ any open space left, All Saints 
Church congregation has compassionately tended to over 100 trees which form the church’s 
sacred grove.  
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Image 2: Beautiful trees creating a wonderful canopy inside All Saints Church 

 

Generations have worked to create an amazing place for solitude and solace, all in the midst 
of the chaos and busyness of traffic at Vellara Junction.  Some of the trees in this grove are 
older than the church and are home to rare birds such as the Paradise Flycatcher.  The 
sesquicentennial anniversary of this historic church should be an occasion for the State of 
Karnataka, Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike, Karnataka Biodiversity Board, Karnataka 
Forest Department, and just about every public agency and the wide public to join the 
congregation in celebration. It could well be an occasion to declare the sacred grove a 
biodiversity heritage site. 

 
Unique living heritage, a dumping ground? Instead, Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Ltd. 
(Bangalore Metro) has chosen to use the sacred grove and all the remaining open space 
around the church to dump its tunnelling equipment and construction debris.  Should they 
succeed, all that will be left would be the church structure, which being very old, is weak, and 
will likely collapse.  If it still survives such assaults, this charming masterpiece of architecture, 
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which is of the Indo Saracenic style, would look a stranger amidst the noisy, smoky, traffic 
chaos of a messy Metro station. 
 

 
Image: Architecture inside All Saints Church 

 

To bring sanity to this situation, the undersigned have come together to not merely protect All 
Saints Church and its sacred grove, but to ensure that the Fundamental Right of the All Saints 
Church Congregation to peacefully assemble in prayer is protected for posterity.  This Right is 
an integral part of the Right to Life of an Indian citizen and can only be protected if the church 
and its sacred grove is left untouched. 

 
Shocking secrecy:  The congregation has painfully learned in recent months, that efforts to 
destroy the church, the very soul and rock of their meaningful existence, was being secretively 
worked on for at least two years now, and without a whisper of intimation to them.  The 
Congregation has learned that Rt. Rev. P K Samuel, Bishop of the Church of South India 
Karnataka Central Diocese, and the Church’s Pastorate Committee have repeatedly appealed 
to Bangalore Metro and other authorities of the State to drop the idea of damaging (worse 
destroying in perpetuity) the Church and any of its property (please see  enclosed the 
21st September 2018 letter of the Bishop to Karnataka Industrial Area Development Board -
KIADB, the 10th April 2019 resolution of the Pastorate Committee and the 16th July 2018 letter 
to KIADB urging the proposal to use church grounds for metro construction and dumping of 
material be dropped). 
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Bangalore Metro’s response has been shocking. The Bishop was told in a Metro letter of 
25thMay 2019 (enclosed) that if the church did not part with its sacred grove temporarily, 
BMRCL would acquire the property permanently!  The congregation has been clearly rattled 
by such statements, which are clearly unconstitutional as the space is an integral part of the 
functionality of the church, is held in public trust and is critical for the congregation to celebrate 
a core aspect of the Fundamental Right to practice one’s religion without any fear whatsoever.  
 
Congregation stands united to save the church for posterity: About 1000 members of the 
All Saints Church congregation are comprehensively opposed to any act that would result in 
destruction of the church and its sylvan surroundings.  Unequivocally and unitedly, they have 
repeatedly appealed to the Karnataka Government to protect their right to pray in peace, and 
to ensure generations to come would similarly be able to pray, celebrate life and remember 
those that have passed on. Thousands across Bengaluru, and around the world, stand in 
support of the congregation’s right to protect this living religious heritage of the metropolis 
along with its sacred grove. 
 

 
Image 3: Picture of All Saints Church protest 

 
KIADB’s questionable move to acquire church: Despite all these appeals and having 
handed over prime church property close to an acre, it is deeply distressing that Karnataka 
Industrial Area Development Board has initiated a process to acquire the church campus 
permanently for BMRCL and that by way of a public notice on 11th July 2017 (copy 
enclosed).  When the congregation approached the Spl. Land Acquisition Officer (SLAO) Mr. 
Balappa with their concerns, he was kind enough to given them a patient hearing on 30thJuly 
2019. Apart from members of the congregation who were at the hearing to present their 
concerns, Brigadier Nayyar and Colonel Balvinder Singh of the Indian Army were also present. 
These high ranking Army officers supported the views expressed in support of the 
congregation. 
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Image 4: Protest at All Saints Church 
 

 
Image 5: Priya Chetti-Rajagopal appealing to the Land Acquisition Officer 

 
Priya Chetti-Rajagopal of Heritage Beku made a fervent appeal to the Land Acquisition Officer 
to be compassionate to the cause of heritage protection and drop the acquisition.  Leo 
Saldanha of Environment Support Group pointed out that in light of the submissions made by 
high ranking officers, the entire process of initiating land acquisition was vitiated and void ab 
initio. Members of the congregation prepared an extensive dossier of factual material to 
demonstrate that the acquisition is contrary to law. (Unedited recordings of the proceedings 
are accessible  here:  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLU4L5fiT4Ub_YL7gz4C1yS8_7k37Cpp6O )  
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Lack of planned development of Bangalore Metro: Bangalore Metro was to be undertaken 
in a planned manner with due consultation of the public in compliance with the Principle of 
Free Prior and Informed Consent. Such a process would help build a Metro that works to 
enhance the metropolis, not destroy it. What is being contested is the destruction of 
Bengaluru’s living, cultural and religious heritage for building a Metro station when there is 
credible evidence that the station was not meant to be here at all as per original 
plans.  Besides, the alternative would eminently improve the functionality of the Metro and also 
the city space around it, and thus be of greater value to public whilst also saving the church. 
Why Bangalore Metro sought to acquire the church premises without any legal mandate or 
planning rationale remains a mystery.   
 
The Hon’ble High Court of Karnataka has already gone into the importance of planned 
development of the Metro in Environment Support Group and ors.  Vs. BMRCL and ors, (WP 
13241/2009) and held that Phase II of the Metro should be strictly compliant with the 
Karnataka Town and Country Planning Act, 1961, which the project has not complied with.  In 
addition, in  Suo Moto vs. State of Karnataka (WP 7288/2011) and in D. T. Devare and anr. 
Vs. State of Karnataka and ors.,  the provisions of the Karnataka Tree Preservation Act, 1976 
involving prior consent of the public has been upheld. Besides, in the Devare case, prior 
approval by an expert committee has been made mandatory when mass felling of trees is 
involved, and/or even for felling of any tree in the city.  Besides, the Constitutional 74th 
Amendment (Nagarpalika Act), 1992, Karnataka Municipal Corporations Act, 1976, and other 
such applicable laws require that such infrastructure development must be part of a ground 
up exercise of planning, and involve Ward Committees and Metropolitan Planning Committee 
in decision making. The Bangalore Metro has not complied with the provisions of the 
Karnataka Tree Preservation Act, 1976 involving prior consent of the public has been upheld.  
 
All things considered, it simply does not make sense to destroy a city to build a metro.  We 
remain hopeful that Bangalore Metro and the State Government will revisit this 
unconstitutional, irrational and illegal decision to destroy All Saints Church, and will instead 
join hands with the congregation in celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the church in 
November this year. This is an occasion to invite His Excellency the President of India, Hon’ble 
Prime Minister of India, His Excellency the Governor of Karnataka, Archbishop Bishop of 
Canterbury, UK and other dignitaries to celebrate this beautiful and historic church and deliver 
it for posterity. Such a move would draw applause from across the world, and would be deeply 
appreciated by key lenders to Bangalore Metro such as the European Investment Bank. They 
certainly would not want to be party to financing the destruction of the religious and cultural 
living heritage of a city which has been lovingly cherished by its resident population for 
generations, evident in the beautiful gardens and the amazing grace of All Saints Church.  

Ebenezer Premkumar, President, All Saints Church 

Congregation Welfare Association  

 

 

Leo F. Saldanha, Coordinator, Environment Support 

Group  

Priya Chetti-Rajagopal, Convenor, Heritage Beku 

 

 

Cynthia Stephen, Human Rights Activist 

Released by: All Saints Church Welfare Association, No. 28 (Ground Floor), Castle Street, Ashok Nagar, Bangalore 560025 
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Image 7: Poster of the All Saints Church protest 
 


