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1 More details of Environment Support Group is accessible at: www.esgindia.org

2 More details of Karnataka State Legal Services Authority is accessible at: https://kslsa.kar.nic.in

3 A comprehensive background to the PIL (WP 817/2008), its outcomes and subsequent developments is
accessible at: https://esgindia.org/new/education/karnataka-high-court-directs-state-to-ensure-karnataka-lakes-
are-protected-per-2012-order-in-esg-pil/

4 Raja kaluves (Kannada) is a term used to describe all streams and canals that interconnect lakes,
ponds and such other water commons. They run into thousands of kilometres and most stretches
were natural streams that carried rainwater and surface water flows. They have been traditionally
protected as common property resources.
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5 More details of Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike, Bengaluru’s civic agency and local government, can be
accessed at: https://bbmp.gov.in
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6 The judgement in Environment Support Group and ors. Vs State of Karnataka and ors., WP
817/2008, can be accessed at:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ProBADS7KjdHYrsnWj6niwFOSmXeggwr/view

7 Detailed analysis of the outcome of this PIL, and documentation of its processes, as also that in
Citizens Action Group vs. State of Karnataka, WP 38401/2014, may be accessed at:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ProBADS7KjdHYrsnWj6niwFOSmXeggwr/view

8 The interim directions issued have been considered a part of the final direction of the Karnataka
High Court in WP 817/2008. These directions may be accessed at:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Z5kxGQr795d4IGUppl4LwGhEOCXaZ2i0b/view?usp=sharing
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9 Karnataka Tank Conservation and Development Authority Act, 2014 accessible at:
https://ktcda.karnataka.gov.in/storage/pdf-files/ACT/KTCDA%20ACT%202014 English%20.PDF

10 ESG has impleaded in this PIL and the impleading application is accessible at: ESG impeding (WP
38401/2014). The daily orders (as of April 2022) are archived at: ESG daily orders (38402)
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(1987-1996)

1987 =4
1988 = 33
1989 = 89
1990 -1996 = 135

82018 ?169
2020 = 183 .
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It is not the lack of laws or regulations...

« Karnataka High Court Orders in ESG Lakes PIL (WP 817/2008)
directed decentralization of lake protection and rehabilitation to
local communities.

« Justice N K Patil Committee Reports has repeatedly recommended
involvement of local publics in Iakeﬁovernance, and against
private takeover of management of lakes.

* Constitutional 73™ and 74" Amendments, Forest Rights Act
various Environmental Laws, advocate Decentralization and
Devolution of Planning and Governance powers to Local
Governments with direct involvement \x)f'iocm' Publics in Protecting
and Conserving Lakes and such other Water Commons.

* However, Government of Karnataka is directing lake governance as
a top-down centralized process.

* Karnataka Tank Conservation and Development Authority Act,
2014 (Amended in 2018) is an example of such centralization.
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WQI STATUS

The monitored 45 lakes were grouped under three different WQl status |
good water quality (13%); poor water quality (34%) and very poor water
quality (53%).

WAQI results revealed that only 6 lakes such as Jakkur, Kempambudhi,
Devasandra 1, Ullal, Handrahalli and Agrahara lake had Good water
quality.

2JorTsteON JIg 80Ty JeOF roeabey o ey os

12 Alluding to recent accounts of corruption in public contracts.
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13 TMC = Thousand million cubic feet, a unit used to measure volume of water in reservoirs.
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14 TMC = Thousand Million Cubic Feet, a measure of water in a basin, determined annually.
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Whose commons? The Essentiality of Inclusivity
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar on the launching of Mahad Sathyagraha, 1927

“This lake at Mahad is public property. The caste Hindus
of Mahad are so reasonable that they not only draw
water from the lake themselves but freely permit people i
of any religion to draw water from it, and accordingly i
people of other religions such as the Islamic do make use | &
of this permission. Nor do the caste Hindus prevent
members of species considered lower than the human,
such as birds and beasts, from drinking at the lake.
Moreover, they freely permit beasts kept by
untouchables to drink at the lake.

We are not going to the Chavadar Lake merely to drink
its water. We are going to the Lake to assert that we too
are human beings like others. It must be clear that this
meetinghasbeen called to set up the norm of equality.”

Source: Dr. Ampeckar's Speed 2t Manaoa, 28 Decambder 1527,
nmof hly {daraarchive o , A
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15 Report on Neeruganti accessible at :
https://www.indiawaterportal.org/sites/default/files/iwp2/Community _water _management in_Karnataka The Nee
ruganti_ way 2011.pdf
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We are willfully losing a tradition that was
handed down from Harappan times

Had well-planned cities with neatly laid out streets and
residences.... They had highly evolved water management
technology that hasn’t been seen anywhere else in the the ancient
world. With scanty monsoon rains, and two seasonal steams on
either side, Dolavira did everything it could to make its water last,
including damming the streams.

Inside the fortified walls of the city, it had many interconnected
reservoirs, with the eastern reservoir (74 m long, 26 m wide and 7
m deep) being the largest of its kind in the ancient world. It also
had underground storage systems. All these used the natural
incline of the site to regulate the flow of water. The 700-odd wells
and the Great Bath of Mohen-jo-daro stands testimony to the
unique attention the Harappans paid to water.

Souwrce: Early hdians, Tony Joseph, Juggernact, 2018 . .
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e aééa‘ng e33° QOB (WEBs 2015)
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Avifaunal Patterns in the Lakes of Bangalore...
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Or. 5. Subramanya, Avifaunal Pocterns in the Lakes of Bangalore over Three Decodes: 1980-2020 {2021}, submitted to the High Court of Karnataks in WLP. No. 38401/2014 on 16 January 2021. The submission is
le at i ) 2021 >
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District Planning Committees
Article 243 ZD/E
Constitutional 74™ Amendment Act

Prepare Draft Development Plan for each District, keeping in mind:

1) Matters of common interest between the Panchayats and Municipalities including
spatial planning, sharing of water and other physical and natural resources, the
integrated development of infrastructure and environmental conservation

2) the extent and type of available resources whether financial or otherwise

3) consult such institutions and organisations as the Governor my specify
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