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In The Name Of “Green” Solar Power 
Project, Azure Power And APDCL Snatching 
Lands Of Ryots In Mikir Bamuni Grant: 
Press Release 
 
Adivasis and farming communities of Mikir Bamuni Grant village in 
the north eastern Indian state of Assam have been protesting 
forceful takeover of their land for a 15 MW solar power plant 
promoted by Azure Power Forty Private Ltd. The village falls in the 
constituency of two-time Chief Minister Prafulla Kumar Mahanta 
who has not extended any help to the distressed communities.  
 
A fact finding committee formed by Delhi Forum constituted of 
2017 Goldman Environmental Prize Awardee and National Alliance 
of Peoples Movement Advisor Prafulla Samantara from Odisha, 
Leo Saldanha and Bhargavi Rao from Environment Support Group, 
Karnataka and Amit Kumar from Delhi Forum visited the impacted 
communities and met with various officials of the State and also 
the company during 26-29 January 2021. Prima facie there 
appears to have been systematic violation of various laws and 
policies, and also brutal violation of human rights which includes 
arrests of at least four who are in jail for several months now. ​Read 
more 

 

The Need to Protect Lake Systems  
 
In ​this report​ in the Deccan Herald, Akhil Kadidal reports that 
several heavy metals from Bangalore’s contaminated lakes are 
finding their way into  crops and vegetables consumed by 
Bengalureans. Leo Saldanha of ESG ​weighs in​ and describes how 
these toxic contamination pathways have closed and what needs 
to be done to rejuvenate and protect  lakes, and ensure people can 
access healthy food. 

https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/in-the-name-of-green-solar-power-project-azure-power-and-apdcl-snatching-lands-of-ryots-in-mikir-bamuni-grant/
https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/in-the-name-of-green-solar-power-project-azure-power-and-apdcl-snatching-lands-of-ryots-in-mikir-bamuni-grant/
https://www.deccanherald.com/amp/city/top-bengaluru-stories/toxic-harvest-from-bengaluru-lakes-941026.html?fbclid=IwAR1izrhi6Kt5k1Uu7a2hVQTO-nbn1f_HTMJZbT-K-04ToH4AZJsNSnVb8_4
https://www.facebook.com/leo.saldanha/posts/10159055759386703


 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Saving Loktak Lake and the Local 
Communities it Supports 
 
Governments of Manipur and India are proposing a slew of mass 
tourism and infrastructure projects in the Loktak Wetland, Manipur. 
These projects are being backed by Wetlands International through 
its so-called ‘wise use’ plan for Loktak.  On the occasion of 
International Wetlands Day 2021 (2nd February), ​Ngamee Lup​, a 
federation of fishing unions of Manipur, in coordination with 
Indigenous Perspectives and ESG, launched a campaign 
demanding Wetlands International withdraw its ‘wise use’ plan that 
has been developed undemocratically, does not conform to the 
Ramsar Guidelines and attack human rights and environment. This 
event witnessed active participation of local communities, fish 
workers and civil society. See a​ press release​ of the campaign 
released from Phumlen Pat, Manipur.  
 
We also invite you to support this critical initiative to save Loktak 
for posterity by signing this ​campaign statement​. You can also 
follow updates on the campaign on ​Facebook​ and read more about 
the issue at this online ​database​. Background to this campaign is 
accessible ​here​. 

 

Changing Lives And Livelihoods Of 
Challakere: Impressions of The Unscientific 
Science City 
 
In January 2021, the team from ESG visited villages of Challakere, 
in Karnataka’s Chitradurga district which are impacted by the 
‘Science City’ project. The accounts of the impacted communities 
reveal how much they have lost, and how their grievances remain 
unattended by the State. They have, however, resiliently persisted 
to continue their farming, pastoral and artisanal livelihoods in the 
face of a climate of fear unleashed by security forces, and continue 
their struggle to  protect last remaining patches of Amrit Mahal 
Kavals - once pristine grasslands that supported the Indian 
Cheetah and large populations of Great Indian Bustard and other 
species now critically endangered. See this ​photo essay​ by Ashwin 
Lobo of ESG. 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/ngamee.lup
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Y1o_Of10gCrLY1eWHkCivygD1wG1_EZCs1OkXe-hnSg/edit?ts=601a4086
http://chng.it/tBnFsdtKJY
https://www.facebook.com/ngamee.lup
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QU4irWl2V5THsVN8D-ymddqfDS7A1AIg?usp=sharing
https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/lakes/global-campaign-to-protect-for-posterity-the-unique-loktak-wetland-region-in-manipur-india/
https://esgindia.org/new/campaigns/changing-lives-and-livelihoods-of-challakere-first-impressions-of-the-unscientific-science-city/
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ʯ
By Manu Moudgil, IndiaSpend, 19 January 2021ʯ

India's Biggest Spenders Cause 7 Times 
More Emissions Than The Poor 
“The top 20% of high-expenditure households in India are 
responsible for seven times the emissions traceable to the poor 
who spend less than $1.9 a day, says a recent​ study​ by the 
Japan-based​ Research Institute for Humanity and Nature​. The 
mean carbon footprint of every Indian was estimated at 0.56 tonne 
per year--0.19 tonne per capita among the poor and 1.32 tonne 
among the rich.”  ​Read More 
 
What’s your ‘Carbon Footprint’? ​Check here. 
 
 

ʯ
By Staff, Business Insider, 25 January, 2021ʩ

India among top 10 most affected countries 
in Global Climate Risk Index 2021, says 
environmental think tank Germanwatch 
“India is among the top 10 most affected countries in the ​Global 
Climate Risk Index 2021​ published by the Bonn-based 
environmental think tank ​Germanwatch​. It said vulnerable people 
in developing countries suffered the most from extreme weather 
events like storms, floods and heat waves, while the impacts of 
climate change are visible around the globe.” ​Read More 

ʯ
By Julien Bouyssou, InvestorsƔ Corner, 21 January 2021  

Rare earth metals – How to limit the impact 
of the clean energy transition? 
Because of the t​ransition to low-carbon technologies​, demand for 
rare earths is expected to shoot up. More and more, rare earth 
metals are being used in sustainable energy applications such as 
wind power generation and electric vehicles, via permanent 
magnets containing the metals. While end products using rare 
earths will help lower greenhouse gas emissions through cleaner 
energy production and use, there are environmental and social 
issues that need to be addressed.” ​Read More 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0959378020307883?via%3Dihub#f0020
https://www.chikyu.ac.jp/rihn_e/
https://www.indiaspend.com/earthcheck/indias-biggest-spenders-cause-7-times-more-emissions-than-the-poor-715878
https://www.conservation.org/carbon-footprint-calculator#/
https://germanwatch.org/sites/germanwatch.org/files/Global%20Climate%20Risk%20Index%202021_1.pdf
https://germanwatch.org/sites/germanwatch.org/files/Global%20Climate%20Risk%20Index%202021_1.pdf
https://germanwatch.org/en/19777
https://www.businessinsider.in/science/environment/news/india-among-top-10-most-affected-countries-in-global-climate-risk-index-2021-says-environmental-think-tank-germanwatch/articleshow/80444319.cms
https://investors-corner.bnpparibas-am.com/investing/energy-transition-an-area-full-of-opportunities-video/
https://investors-corner.bnpparibas-am.com/investing/rare-earth-metals-how-to-limit-the-impact-of-the-clean-energy-transition/


https://ember-climate.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Report-European-Power-Sector-in-2020.pdf
https://ember-climate.org/project/eu-power-sector-2020/
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/01/24/business/eu-renewable-energy-fossil-fuels/index.html
https://main-ecnpaper-economist.content.pugpig.com/news/20210130/AMERICAS/Ecuador_balsa_boom_ART_30-01-2021_G08VNVR_27.html
https://www.cnn.com/profiles/jazmin-goodwin
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/indigenous-remedy-for-efficient-management-of-solid-waste/article33698682.ece

