TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE PROPOSED STUDY TO BE CARRIED OUT BY THE FACT FINDING COMMITTEE CONSTITUTED IN RESPECT OF APPLICATION Nos.6 AND 12 OF 2013 (SZ) FILED AT THE SOUTHERN ZONE BENCH OF NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL, CHENNAI.
The Committee may go through the averments and the grounds put forth in the respective Applications, make a field study, comprehend and submit a report focusing on the issues listed below.  The Committee may take the liberty of adding any other relevant issue, if felt appropriate. 
 1. Historical information in respect of the Amrithmahal kavals and cattle 
 2. Ecological nature of the landscape

3. Demographic features of the landscape

4. Characteristics of the biodiversity of the region

5. Dependence of the local communities on the grasslands ecosystem sought to be diverted to non-forest purposes?

6. Likely impacts of the proposed projects on human settlements in terms of loss/gain of the following:

· displacement

· livelihood

· socio-cultural landscape

· economic opportunities

· fragmentation of communities

7. Environmental limiting factors to the activities proposed, in respect of:

· geology

· land availability

· landscape/range

· hydrology

· surface and ground water assessment

· water availability

· nature of human habitat/settlement

8. Are there environmental studies undertaken for siting of the proposed activities in the land in question?

9. Have the project proponents complied with the statutory requirements of the Environment Protection Act,1986,  Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution)  Act,1974,  Air (Prevention and control of Pollution) Act,1981,  Forest Conservation Act,1980, Forest Rights Act, 2006 read with Scheduled Caste Tribes and Other  Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights)  Act, 2006,  and Biological Diversity Act, 2002, in particular  the mandatory provisions of the following:

· Environment Impact Assessment Notification, 2006 and 2009

· Hazardous Waste (Management and Handling and Trans Boundary Movement)  Rules,2008 as amended by (Amendment) Rules,  2010

· Consent from Forest Rights Committees

· Consent from Biodiversity Management Committee
Specific Issues for Consideration

I. Socio-Economic Aspects 
Primary/secondary data collected from reliable Government agencies/organizations with special reference to the area under question may be provided. Additionally, where found appropriate the study boundary may be extended up to the zone of environmental/ecological impact boundary.
1.  Number of Taluks

2.  Total Population:

3.  Literacy levels: Male: Female

4.  Number of villages

5.  Main Occupation in the above villages

6.  Number of Families involved in Sheep and cattle rearing

7.  Number of sheep, goats and cattle in the study area: list of Sheep and Goat varieties reared in the region

8.  Number of Amrithmahal Cattle

9.  Number of other Indigenous cattle, characteristic features of each

10. Number of families dependent on Forest products for livelihood

11. Government sponsored schemes, if any, for Cattle and sheep rearing

12. Beneficiaries of the proposed/ongoing developmental activities

13. Proposals announced by the Government for enhancing cattle and sheep rearing in recent times

14. Number of goshalas in the region

16. Have there been any efforts to preserve, protect and increase the number of pure Amrithmahal /Hallikar or other indigenous breeds in the region
II. Ecological survey
1. Topography of the region

2. Total Area of in the land under question 

3. Number of water bodies in the land under question

4. Average precipitation received in the region

5. Nature of Soil

6. Soil Strata

7. Absorption/percolation capacity

8. Any other?
III. Biodiversity in and around the land under question
1. List of Flora, especially the list of specific grass that indigeneous/Amrit Mahal cattke feed on in the lands under question. 

2. List of indigenous grass Flora

3. List of Wild/domesticated food crops 

4. List of Economically useful flora  

5. List of medicinal plants 

6. List of fauna

7. List of Indigenous fauna

8. List of Migratory fauna
IV. Socio Cultural scenario in and around the land under question
The committee may interact with the local population/stakeholders and summarize their 

views along with its own observations.
V. Environmental suitability of the area for the proposed activities

VI. Report Submission
      1. Proposed work plan    - One week from the date of receipt of ToR
      2. Mid-term Report         - Three weeks from the date of receipt of ToR
      3. Final Report               - Six weeks from the date of receipt of ToR
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