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Introduction

For  the  40  odd  bamboo 

weaver  families  on  KR Road, 

this stretch of road has been 

the  heart  of  their  lives  and 

livelihoods. It is here that they 

have lived, worked, sold their 

crafts and even seen their own 

families grow. 

Their baskets, mats, winnows 

and  stacks  of  bamboo  on 

display stand out amidst the mundane buildings on that road. The vibrancy of their 

work  and their  crafts  has  helped  them build  an intricate  network-  of  customers 

flocking  from  near  and  far  to  buy  their  goods  and  the  suppliers  of  their  raw-

materials. Yet their daily struggles for living remain invisible. 

This community has been witness to the neighbourhood’s transition from a bustling 

cultural and educational centre to a chaotic thoroughfare for zooming vehicles and 

the north-south alignment of the Metro Rail Network. 

Ironically in spite of being one of the oldest inhabitants of this road, the bamboo 

weavers have become a victim of this transition. What is considered to be a symbol 

of development and modernity- the Metro Rail Project—has become a threat to their 

lives and livelihoods. As the metro work chugs along on this road, the shadow of 

displacement lurks over their lives. 

The  14.90  km.  North-South  corridor  from  Yeshwantpur  Terminal  to  R.V.  Road 

terminal cuts through KR Road. Incidentally, the metro rail that goes underground till 

Fort High School on KR Road, changes into an elevated system at this point. Since it 

is here that the bamboo weavers dwell and carry on their trade, just like the other 

structures and trees on the road, they are being forced to make way for the metro. 

While the metro work was being planned on this road, the community was kept in 

the dark. It was only in December last year the signs of the Metro passing through 

this road began to emerge. It was also becoming clear that the weavers would be 
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evicted from a road that had been their home for many years, without any plan for 

their resettlement or rehabilitation (R&R). 

During this period Environment Support Group (ESG) decided to study the impact of 

the metro on this community. A survey was conceived to understand the social and 

economic situation of  the community,  their  historical  relationship with K R Road, 

their levels of awareness about the Metro and its threat of displacement, and their 

preparedness to cope with displacement in the absence of provisions for R&R by the 

implementing agency (BMRCL). 

Social and familial ties 

For over four decades, about 40 

families belonging to the Medaru 

caste  have  been  following  their 

traditional occupation of bamboo 

weaving  on  KR  Road.  Most  of 

these families come from villages 

in Mysore District. 

The  first  generation  of  families 

came to  Bangalore in search of 

better  economic  prospects. 

“Since we didn’t have land titles in the village, my parents decided to move to the 

city as there were better business opportunities here,” says Mariamma a 70 year old 

woman, who came to Bangalore with her parents as a young girl. “Then there were 

fewer families here. Over time more and more people moved and today we are a 

strong community,” she adds. 

For  the  first  generation  migrants  who  come  to  Bangalore,  being  together  as  a 

community give a sense of security. “We came here because our elders told us that 

there are others from our community here,” explains Madhavamma. 

It is interesting to note that this sense of community does not necessarily translate 

into economic arrangements with respect to making and selling wares. Each family 

decides the price structure of their goods independently and their neighbours are not 

perceived as threats to their business. 
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One  of  the  biggest  fears  of  being  displaced  by  the  Metro  is  that  monetary 

compensation without community resettlement will  fragment the ties that families 

share. 

Housing:

Most of the families live in temporary shelters 

made of tarpaulin sheet on KR Road itself. These 

sheets cost between Rs.100-500 and last for a 

couple of months. These families find it difficult 

to  protect  their  raw  materials  from  rats  and 

heavy  rain.  They  cook  on  the  footpath  using 

discarded  bamboo  splinters  as  fuel.  These 

families  have  to  walk  to  KR  market  or 

Kalasipalayam  to  access  basic  facilities  like 

water and toilet. 

Some  families  have  managed  to  rent  small 

houses in Chikana Garden or near Uma Talkies 

for  Rs.1000  per  month.  These  families  have 

access  to  water,  electricity  and  public  toilet  facilities  in  their  immediate 

neighbourhood. However, even those who have rented houses also spend nights at 

KR Road guarding their materials and wares from spoilage and theft. 

Health:

Lack of easy access to clean 

drinking water and toilet 

and bathroom facilities, 

increases the community’s 

susceptibility to various 

water-prone diseases. 

Children in particular are 

regular victims of diarrhoea. 

For serious health problems 

the families visit Vani Vilas 
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Hospital, Victoria Hospital or any other government hospital in the vicinity. A few 

families prefer to go to private centres as they provide better medical care.  

For general ailments families prefer to go directly to a chemist shop. “Going to the 

hospital is an expensive affair, though the services are supposed to be free for the 

poor,” says Saraswati. “I spent Rs.2000 on each of my deliveries. And in spite of 

spending so much I feared for my health and my baby’s well-being.” 

Addiction  to  alcohol  seems to  be  common,  but  none  except  one  of  the  families 

interviewed were willing to talk about it. Madhavamma said that most of the men 

habitually drank liquor.  In fact, her husband had a lot of health problems because of 

his alcohol addiction and he could not work as much as he used to in the past.  

In Madhavamma’s view, the men’s addiction to alcohol was very understandable. 

Men traditionally did the job of lugging the bamboo, cutting and splitting the sticks 

while women did the weaving.  Since the men’s work involved a lot of hard labour, 

they had turned to drink to deal with their exhaustion.  She added that domestic 

violence was prevalent, but it was not as common as in earlier days.  

Economic Situation:

Since the community is a 

part  of  the  informal 

sector, the wages earned 

differs  each  day.  Some 

days they don’t  manage 

to  earn  anything,  and 

then  are  forced  to 

borrow money to sustain 

their families’ needs. “We 

live in a hand to mouth 

situation literally. Only if 

we  earn  money  are  we 

able  to  meet  our  daily 

expenses and buy food for the family,” says Madhavamma. 
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On good days, on an average a family earns Rs.100. But this earning barely covers 

the cost of the raw material. The bamboo sticks which are brought in from Shimoga 

or Belgaum cost up to Rs.100 per stick. The suppliers bring in material once in a 

month, mostly on a Sunday.  Each weaver buys as many bamboo sticks as s/he 

requires. Generally the money is paid up front. However, in case s/he is unable to 

pay, the bamboo sticks are taken on credit. 

A single stick can be used to make three small baskets or two big baskets. Each of 

the smaller baskets cost Rs.30 and the bigger ones are sold at Rs.50 each. Rates for 

curtains  or  mats are fixed on a square foot basis  at  Rs.10-15 per sq.ft  and the 

overall cost is generally proportional to the size of the curtain or mat. 

As most of the families do not have bank accounts,  access to loans from formal 

sources is  impossible.  Thus  they fall  prey  to  private  money lenders  who charge 

interest rates that  are as high as 20 per cent.  Very often families  are forced to 

borrow from one source only to pay the interest of the loan taken previously. Thus 

they are trapped in a vicious cycle of loans. 

The profit margins are very narrow. Since most of the families don’t have a ration 

card they are forced to buy food items from the market at unsubsidised rates. 

The weavers suggest that in the wake of plastic goods becoming popular, their goods 

have lost demand.  People  prefer  to buy long-lasting plastic  goods that  don’t  get 

affected by rain. However, during festivals and in the marriage seasons the weavers 

manage to make good business. This is because their goods hold traditional  and 

cultural importance. 

Educational status:

The  first  generation  of 

migrants  encouraged  their 

children  to  take  up  bamboo 

weaving  and  continue  their 

ancestral occupation. Most of 

the  people  in  these  two 

generations  have  not 

attended  school.  A  lot  has 
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changed since then with bamboo weaving being perceived as becoming an extremely 

un-remunerative occupation insufficient to lead a life in the city. 

Of late, parents try their best to educate their children to secure their economic and 

social prospects. Most of the children of the present generation are being encouraged 

to go to school. The children have joined schools in the vicinity- Fort High School, 

Modern Public High School among the others. 

“I want my children to study and get a government job. I don’t want them to take up 

bamboo weaving like me,” says Jayalakshmi Gopal who grew up weaving bamboo 

wares on KR Road. She echoes the sentiments of most other parents who wish that 

their children move beyond bamboo weaving. 

Razed by the Rail: Experiences with the Metro Project

Though  the  Metro 

alignment was approved by 

the  central  government  in 

2004, the details  were not 

shared  with  the 

communities  that  were 

going to be affected by this 

very  alignment.   The 

bamboo  weavers  came  to 

know about the project only 

when  trees  were  being 

felled to make way for the 

Metro. Some families woke up to the situation much later,  when BMRCL workers 

started placing marker stones on the road. 

In fact the Detailed Project Report (DPR) of the Bangalore Metro Rail Project does 

not  even  recognise  the  bamboo  weavers  on  KR  Road  as  a  project  affected 

community. This is evident from Chapter 13 “Environmental Impact Assesment and 

Mitigation Measures” from the DPR prepared by the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation for 

the Government of Karnataka.  As per Section 13.6 of this Chapter which details the 

Socio-Economic Impact Assessment of this project, “The survey was carried out so 

as to assess the nature and magnitude of impact on people communities located in 
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the vicinity of the Metro lines during a) Pre-construction stage, b) Construction stage 

and c) Post-construction and operational stage.”

The bamboo weavers who have been affected right from the pre-construction stage 

do not qualify under any of the categories of the project-affected defined by the DPR. 

Interestingly, ‘directly affected’ has been defined as “Persons who will have to forego 

the landed or built properties as a result of the alignment route passing through.” 

We must note that the DPR also suggests “the properties affected are minimal and 

suitable  compensation  plans  are  being  worked  out,  Alternative  lands  have  been 

identified for displaced households.”  

This  definition of ‘directly affected’ completely ignores the bamboo weavers who do 

not have legal titles to their place of work & living; and are still considered as illegal 

occupants of a public space in spite of their existence on the same road for over four 

decades.  This position outlined in the DPR clearly negates the rights bestowed upon 

street  vendors  and  squatters  by  the  mainstream State  policy,  elaborated  in  the 

following section.

BMRCL’s attitude towards the community also indicates scant respect for their rights. 

No prior attempts were made to inform the community about the project and the 

consequent displacement, even though a project of the size of the Metro merits suo-

moto disclosure under Section 4 of the Right to Information Act, 2005.   Even then 

the  bamboo  weavers  tried  to  engage  with  the  officials  by  participating  in  the 

demonstrations and protests of other communities affected by the Metro project. All 

these demonstrations were not to protest against the Metro project by itself, they 

were organized to fight for people’s right to project related information, discussion of 

alternatives and proper rehabilitation packages.  However, all  efforts made by the 

community to dialogue with the officials were brushed aside.  

BMRCL officials visited the site only after work began.  The weavers were told that 

each family would be given a one time compensation of Rs. 5000/ after which they 

would have to vacate their shelters and wind up their vending space. 

This amount is woefully inadequate to meet their needs of finding alternate shelter 

and vending spaces, and for transit expenses.  Even more importantly, the loss of 

regular  customer networks that  have been built  over four decades will  mean an 
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immense  loss  of  business  and this  has not  been factored.   Most  of  the families 

surveyed were clear that they would not vacate the space unless they were given an 

alternate location to sell their wares, for they cannot afford to find another location 

in  Bangalore by themselves,  considering their  economic status.   The people also 

communicated these feelings to the visiting officials very strongly, and some of them 

went for a meeting to the BMRCL officals to reiterate their demands.   

Despite  such opposition  and in  violation  of  the rights  of  the  community,  BMRCL 

forcefully evicted the families a couple of months ago.  In the darkness of the night 

the weavers’  homes were razed, the families were brutally  beaten & abused and 

pushed out of their homes and their possessions tossed about and damaged.  

Though most of the families which were dislocated came back to their original place 

of living, the threat of dispossession looms large.  And the trauma of experiencing 

violence is not easy to live with.  

JICA

The Bangalore Metro Rail Project 

is being funded by the Japan 

Bank for International 

Cooperation (JICA). This project 

falls under Category A projects, 

The Ex-ante Evaluation available 

at 

http://tinyurl.com/mnnazl 

on the JICA website looks out 

various details of the Metro Project. 

Under  Section  6  (a)  vi  ‘“The  executing  agency  is  holding  discussions  with  the 

residents to be relocated, and no significant opposition has been expressed toward 

the project. It is planned to offer slum residents houses for free at the relocation site 

nearby, and the executing agency plan.”
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In the particular case of the bamboo weavers, the executing agency has not been 

responsible  enough to  hold  discussions  with  the  community  disproving  what  has 

been mentioned in the ex-ante report. The experience of the researchers involved in 

this study shows that there has been widespread protest and opposition against the 

manner in which the project is being planned and implemented. 

The ex-ante report under the section ‘Social Environment’ also states the following 

“The resident relocation process will be conducted in accordance with the Karnataka 

industrial area development board act and the national policy on resettlement and 

rehabilitation for project affected families.” 

The provisions under the KIADB ACT and the R and R policy have been discussed in 

detail in the next section.  

Provisions under KIADB Act

The Karnataka Industrial Area 

Development Board Act, which 

is referred to in the ex-ante 

evaluation, under the point 2 

of section 28 ‘Acquisition of 

land’ suggests “On publication 

of a notification under sub-

section (1), the State 

Government shall serve notice 

upon the owner or where the 

owner is not the occupier, on 

the occupier of the land and on all such persons known or believed to be interested 

therein to show cause, within thirty days from the date of service of the notice, why 

the land should not be acquired (emphasis added)”. 

On compensation, section 29 of the same chapter suggests “(1) where any land is 

acquired by the State Government under this Chapter, the State Government shall 

pay for such acquisition compensation in accordance with the provisions of this Act. 

(2) Where the amount of compensation has been determined by agreement between 

the  State  Government  and  the  person  to  be  compensated,  it  shall  be  paid  in 
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accordance with such agreement. (3) Where no such agreement can be reached, the 

State Government shall refer the case to the Deputy Commissioner for determination 

of the amount of compensation to be paid for such acquisition as also the person or 

persons to whom such compensation shall be paid.”

Considering that there is no succinct definition of the term occupier, it might not be 

wrong to consider the bamboo weavers under the category of ‘occupiers who do not 

own the land’ as vendors have the right to the land they vend on. It is important to 

note that the KIADB gives the occupier of the land an opportunity to show why the 

land  should  not  be  acquired  after  the  service  of  the  notice.  In  the  case  of  the 

bamboo weavers no such notice was ever served, thus denying them the opportunity 

to put forth their opposition to acquisition of their space.

Similarly  though  the  Act  states  that  the  State  Government  shall  pay  for  such 

compensation  for  acquisition  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  the 

weavers say that the BMRCL is denying them all  rights to compensation because 

they do not have any documents whatsoever to prove their existence on the same 

stretch of land for over 40 years. 

National  Policy  on 

Rehabilitation  and 

Resettlement 

The ex-ante evaluation report 

also  refers  to  the  national 

policy  on  resettlement  and 

rehabilitation. As per the R&R 

Policy  “affected family” means

—(i)  a  family  whose  primary 

place  of  residence  or  other 

property  or  source  of 

livelihood is adversely affected by the acquisition of land for a project or involuntary 

displacement due to any other reason;” By this definition the bamboo weavers are 

no doubt affected persons. 
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The act further notes in Chapter VI that “Each below poverty line affected family 

which is without homestead land and which has been residing in the affected area 

continuously for a period of not less than five years preceding the date of declaration 

of the affected area and which has been involuntarily displaced from such area, shall 

be provided with a house having at least fifty square meter carpet area in rural areas 

or, as the case may be, twenty-five square meter carpet area in urban areas, in the 

resettlement area”

The bamboo weavers have been on the same stretch of land for over 40 years, 

making them eligible for rehabilitation as mentioned above. 

The  National  Policy  for 

Urban  Street  Vendors 

(NPUSV)

Another  important  policy 

which  charts  the  rights  of 

the bamboo weavers is the 

NPUSV.  The  NPUSV defines 

vendor  “as  a  person  who 

offers goods or  services for 

sale  to  the  public  without 

having a permanent built up 

structure in a street. This Policy recognises three basic categories of Street Vendors. 

First, those Street Vendors who carry out vending on a regular basis with a specific 

location;” 

This Policy highlights Articles 39 (a) and (b) of the Constitution which mentions that 

the State  shall  in particular  direct  its  Policy so that  – (a)  the citizens,  men and 

women equally, have the right to an adequate means of livelihood. (b) the ownership 

and control of the material resources of the community are so distributed as best to 

sub-serve the common good. 

Cleary these guidelines laid by the policy hold no importance to the BMRCL which 

does not recognise the rights of the bamboo weavers who have been vending for 40 

years on the same stretch of the road. 
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Conclusion

It is disheartening to know that the Metro- which is being celebrated as the ultimate 

symbol of modernity and development- is threatening the lives and future of many 

communities across the city. 

It is very clear that the authorities have scant regard for the concerns of the bamboo 

weavers. There has been absolutely no effort to engage with this community to work 

towards solutions that are suited to their lives and occupation. By denying the right 

to rehabilitation and compensation the state is has violated the basic rights bestowed 

upon them by the Constitution of India. 

This study has detailed out the issues of the bamboo weavers in particular. Like this 

community  there  are  several  other  groups  which  are  affected  by  the  Metro 

alignment. Under the pretext of serving the larger public interest, these groups are 

being forced to give up their land, shops, and homes for the Metro project. It is 

indeed a matter  of  serious concern that  the communities  which are  expected to 

sacrifice for the city are being treated viciously. 
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